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Paralympian Sam Ruddock
Sam delivered an assembly to KS3 
students on 21 November.  The inspiring 
assembly was in accordance with anti-
bullying week.  Sam is a paralympian 
athlete who shared his troubles growing 
up and how he encountered bullying yet 
stood up for what he believed. Sam’s 
ethos is “Be the best you can be.”

The Fosse Way
First edition of the school newsletter kindly sent in 
by Mr Gavin, son of Magery Smith who attended in 
1955.

Sporting Achievements
Read about the many sporting achievements of 
our students

World Challenge
Read about this year’s expedition to 
Nepal



Welcome

As I write to you to accompany the Academy’s newsletter 
it seems only five minutes since we were preparing for the 
beginning of term in September. 
Sir Robert Pattinson Academy is steeped in rich history 
and I am privileged to be able to lead such a delightful 
group of youngsters across the year groups. You will see 
from our latest edition of the newsletter that we have 
been very busy over the past few months with visits 
from Paralympians to preparing for our World Challenge 
expedition to Swaziland. 
My first full term as Head Teacher has been a busy but 
fruitful one which has seen the Academy undergo much 
change. Over the first half term of this year, around half 
of the Academy roofing was replaced, including the main 
sports hall, canteen and main block. It is our intention to 
finish this project over the next year. In addition, we have 
made changes to the year group courtyards including 
new seating for our students and refreshed staff duties 
to ensure safer use of the site and to provide a better 
experience for all pupils at social times. We have fully 
replaced the floor in the Great Hall (previously known as 
the Crush Hall) because the flooring was no longer fit for 
purpose and made lunchtime film club a regular fixture. 
From January, we intend to move the library to a larger 
and more suitable space within the main block which then 
allows us to ensure that the sixth form have a modern, 
spacious work room with IT facilities.
Your child may be coming home with some new awards 
and accolades before Christmas. In Year 7, our new 
Green Team initiative is designed to make the best of our 
expansive site. These youngsters will be leading on our 
energy usage, garden makeover and all plans for reducing 
our carbon footprint. I am delighted that we have 32 new 
ecologists just raring to go! In addition, it is clear that a 
good number of our youngsters have real talents in and 
out of the Academy in terms of sport, music, drama and 
charity work. Consequently, we have introduced a colours 
system whereby talented students receive a new tie to 
wear in recognition of these endeavours. The first few of 
these will be awarded prior to the Christmas break and at 
the end of every long term.
Thank you for your support with this as we seek to work 
together to make the future of SRPA a bright one.
I do hope that the festive season brings you much fun, 
rest and happiness. Everyone certainly deserves the break. 
From all of us at the Academy may I take this opportunity 
to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
We look forward to seeing all of our youngsters as usual 
on Monday 7 January 2019.
With all good wishes.

Mr D. J. Hardy
Head Teacher

Forthcoming Events
January 2019

Monday 7   Start of term 3 
Thursday 10  Y11 Mock results day 
Thursday 17  Y11 parents’ evening 
Thursday 31 ` Y9 Options evening

February 2019 
Thursday 7  Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Wednesday 13 Reward afternoon

March 2019

Thursday 7  World Book day 
Monday 25  John Alexander Concert 7pm 
Thursday 28  Y8 Parents’ evening

April 2019 
Tuesday 2   Reward aftenoon 
Tuesday 30  Y7 & 8 Junior Maths Challenge

Term 3   Monday 7 January to Friday 15 February 
Term 4   Monday 25 February to Friday 5 April
Term 5   Tuesday 23 April to Friday 24 May
Term 6   Monday 3 June to Friday 19 July

Thanks

            2019 Term Dates

Many thanks to the Lincolnshire Co-op and Lincoln City 
Football Club for donations of new benches for our students.

           Staff changes

Staff leaving:
Mr Burrell and Mrs Jones, D&T teachers
New staff:
A warm welcome to our new Deputy Head, Mrs Spoors, who 
joined us on 1 November.

Staff joining in January:
Miss Purdy, Geography teacher
Miss Ellingford, Attendance Officer
Mr Lane, D&T teacher



           The Fosse Way

In the past couple of weeks I have received some interesting historical documents which refer to the school’s first ever magazine 
in 1955, entitled ‘The Fosse Way’.  I enclose copies of the Headmaster’s message below which makes for interesting reading.

Special colour ties were awarded to students during the end of term assembly for special 
recognition of their achievements.
MUSIC
Year 13
Lauren Robinson – Violinist with the Lincolnshire County Youth Orchestra
Year 12
Joanna Humphreys – Cellist with the Lincolnshire County Youth Orchestra
Owen Thaxter – Saxophonist with the county group called ‘Jazz Vehicle’, Lincolnshire Youth 
County Band, Lincolnshire Youth Wind Orchestra
Year 11
Luke Bull – Percussionist with the County group called ‘Jazz Vehicle’
Matthew Roberts – gifted guitarist and performer
Sporting Achievements
Kaelin Brown – Gold Medal for regional DMT Trampolining 
Ritchie Ingham – Nottingham Forest Academy Football
Ella Muir - yr 7 County U12 netball, and training with LCFC
Year 7 Girls Football Team: Louise East, Connie Williams, Holly Henshaw, Lucy Barlow
Mollie Hart, Poppy Joyce, Isabela Marti, Maddison Ashton



           RAF 100 Planes Challenge

On Wednesday 12 September 2018 Mr Adlington and Mrs Todd took 10 Year 7 students to International Bomber Command 
Centre (BCC) to take part in a Stem Activity “RAF 100 Planes Challenge” run in conjunction with the EBP and the RAF.

Students heard about the different types of aircraft the RAF are famous for and learnt how to make a paper version of four 
planes including a Red Arrow Hawk and a Vulcan.

Once they had made their planes, students chose which plane they thought would fly the furthest and moving out into the 
gardens at International Bomber Command Centre, launched their chosen plane.

Students enjoyed finding out about the RAF and the history of the planes they built.

           Y7 Football

Y7 ESFA District 5-a-side football 
On 4th December the Y7 boys travelled across to Branston to compete in a 5-a-side tournament with the chances of representing 
Lincoln and Gainsborough district in the next round. The team was made up of 8 players:
- Marcus Ives 
- Jake Marriott 
- Tyler Brown 
- Ryan Stead 
- James Wadsworth 
- Aidan Wyles 
- Aaron Dainty 
- Kieran Newlands 
The boys started well with a tough first match but 
unfortunately went down 3-0 to a strong Branston side 
whose finishing was faultless. A change in formation for the 
second game against a dominant Christ Hospital team lead 
to an entertaining game with some well fought battles across 
the pitch. Unfortunately SRPA conceded a last minute goal 
resulting in a 3-2 loss. The third game was against a Priory Pembroke team who had a similar start to us in the competition, SRPA 
took a early lead but were pegged back to 1-1 after play controversially continued after injury to one of the SRPA players. The 
game went into the last 30 seconds when SRPA found the back of the net for their first win of the competition. This meant the Y7 
Boys needed a win in their final game to progress into the next stages in a very competitive group. 
The final game against QEHS from Gainsborough who were arguably the strongest opposition in the group the SRPA team took 
a commanding and very early 2-0 lead, but with a lot of pressure from QEHS and tiring legs of the SRPA team 2 late goals were 
conceded meaning a draw and exit from the competition. 
The boys from SRPA showed great determination, skill, ability, knowledge and sportsmanship throughout the competition and 
could of maybe warranted a place in the semi finals had they started the tournament as strongly as they finished it. 

In addition, Ross Morrison and Raul Christer have just become 
National Cup Champions for Lincoln City U16s.



           National Construction Week 3-4 October 2018

This year saw a group of students from Year 8 and 10 take part in National Construction Week at the Lincolnshire Showground 
hosted by the Education Business Partnership in conjunction with Lincoln Group Training Association

Over the two days’ students and staff got involved with building a house using straw bales supported by staff from Hill Holt 
Wood, practiced their joinery and bricklaying skills with Lincoln College and looked at servicing an excavator and plotting 
coordinates using satellite equipment with A Plant.

Students also had the chance to move into the virtual reality world with the Army and experience how it feels to take part in 
a parachute jump. Those with no head for heights tried their hand at driving a tractor and trailer around an obstacle course or 
learnt welding techniques curtesy of Riseholme College.

Students were impeccably behaved and a credit to the academy, parents and themselves. 

The Lincoln and Gainsborough District Cross-Country 
Championships took place on Friday 7 December at Lincoln 
Rugby Club.
Despite very cold conditions there were some good 
performances shown by our students displaying high levels of 
determination and resilience.
Notable performances include Tilly and Lauren Owens who 
finishes 2nd and 3rd respectively in the Senior Girls’ race, 
Emily Kent who finished 4th in the U13 Girls’ race and Lucy 
Davies who finished 9th leading the Intermediate Girls team to 
3rd overall in their competition.
Finishing positions:
U13 Girls
4 Emily Kent
19 Grace Moody
33 Holly Henshaw
43 Isabela Marti
52 Connie Williams
61 Tilly May Allen
62 Poppy Shrimpton
64 Layla Bromfield
U13 Boys
11 Theo Goulding
12 Aiden Wyles
30 Jay Robinson
34 Daniel Radford
36 Aaron Smith
40 Josh Martin
46 Owen Rowell
49 Tyler Rigley
59 Kieren Newlands
51 Thomas Woodlock
Junior Girls
36 Leah Davies
40 Lucy-Jo Pattern

           Cross-Country

43 Ellie Richmond
51 Ruby Eyre
55 Georgia Alfrey
64 Jade Collier
72 Ella Cawkwell
86 Lauren Auger
88 Lauren Holt
Junior Boys
19 Joseph Davies
31 Leo Creasey
46 Ethan Thorngate
51 Ethan May
61 Dan Cope
62 Reeve Epton
64 Leo Wraight
66 Ritchie Ingham
67 Tom Nesbitt
Intermediate Girls
9 Lucy Davies
24 Sophie Martin
25 Isabelle Daley
27 Amy Broughton
33 Freya Henshaw
34 Alisha Cawdron
35 Rosie Durkin
Intermediate Boys
31 Ben Snell
38 Callum Lilley
43 Scott Taylor
Senior Girls
2 Tilly Owens
3 Lauren Owens



           North Hykeham Day Centre Christmas Party 2018

The Academy held its annual Christmas Party on Tuesday 11 December for the Clients and Carers of North Hykeham Day Centre.
Prior to the party, students in each form were set the “Christmas Hamper House Challenge”. Students were tasked with bringing 
in items to create a hamper for a client at the Day Centre. The generosity of our students, parents and ASDA Stores North 
Hykeham was amazing with huge hampers being created by the various tutor groups.
Clients and Carers were treated to a two course buffet lunch, tea, coffee and chocolates.
Our Year 7 students hosted a table making sure the Client’s needs were catered for whilst our Year 11 students served the clients 
with tea, coffee and food.
After lunch with our Year 11 bingo callers poised and ready, bingo cards were issued to the clients and it was eyes down look in 
for several games of bingo. 
The party was a huge success with Clients telling staff how much they had enjoyed the afternoon and could they come back next 
year.
The students were fantastic hosts and a credit to the Academy.

26 employers, a 16tn lorry, Ambulance, Fire Engine and Police Car descended on the Academy on Monday 19 November to 
support the academy in delivering a careers fair to its students. 
All students had the opportunity to visit representatives from Local Employers, Colleges, Universities, Training Providers, The 
Armed Forces, Emergency Services, Sir Robert Pattinson Academy Sixth Form and Careers Service, in the Academy’s sport hall.
Each year group from Year 7 to Year 13 had a timetabled slot giving them access to the visitors. Year 7 & 8 took the opportunity 
to find out the types of jobs and career paths available to them while Year 9-13 investigated progression routes, qualifications, 
skills and qualities needed, career options and apprenticeship opportunities to support their transition stages at post 14/16 and 
18.
The Fire Service gave the students an opportunity to try on their BA equipment and look round the Fire Engine, whilst the 
Ambulance Service showed students how to resuscitate check for clear airways and insert breathing tubes. 
Students came away from the fair armed with information leaflets and prospectuses not to mention pens, badges and sweets.
 “We really enjoyed that”  “what a brilliant day” were some of the comments from students and staff. 
Employers complimented the academy on how well the event was organised, the well thought out questions asked by students, 
their engagement with the careers fair and behaviour throughout the day.

           Careers Fair

Student Council Executive Promotions Team

Alex Morley, Charlotte Mason and 
Lauren Robinson (Head boy/girls)
Fraser Mosley (Year 11)
Emily McGowan (Year 11)
George Bacon (Year 11)
Louise Farmer (Year 11)
Freya Dawson-Fields (Year 11)
Liam Wallis (Year 10)
Alex Miles (Year 10)
Liam Chaplin (Year 9)
James O’Brien (Year 9)
Milena Rosinska (Year 8)
Bethany Hill (Year 8)
Elliot Feraby (Year 8)
Rebekah Wall (Year 7)

Alex Morley, Charlotte Mason and 
Lauren Robinson (Head boy/girls)
Beth Jenkinson (Year 11)
Emily Fenn (Year 11)
Logan Dack-Elms (Year 11)
Rose McEwen (Year 11)
Callan Diamond (Year 11)
Grace Bacon (Year 10)
Justin Hadley (Year 10)
Lucy Voakes (Year 9)
Olivia Hackney (Year 9)
Anastasia Ronan (Year 8)
Jacob Wright (Year 7)
Daniel Setterfield (Year 7)



           Acts of Kindness

During the month of December, Year 7 forms were given the task of 
participating in Acts of Kindness from the British Red Cross calendar, it 
could be as simple as ‘Be kind to someone in your family’ to ‘Write down 
5 things you are grateful for’.  One form have a jar in the form room, 
and write their thoughts on paper and place them in the jar- What a 
lovely thought. I have had students saying that they helped look after 
their sibling or made their Mum a cup of tea. The idea is to get students 
thinking how they can make a difference to some-one’s day by doing 
something small. It’s nice to see students thinking about their families 
and friends at this time of year.

Reading Challenge 2018/19 is underway. For more information and to 
see the list of books, visit the Reading for Pleasure Frog page, choose the 
book of the month, and leave your review. For each book you leave a 
review for, you earn House points.

Some Y13 students have been spending their time in the Library at social 
times to chat to the students in the lower years about reading and what 
interests them. If you are interested and would like to join in, maybe read 
to a student and hear them read to you- get in touch with Mrs Ransome.

Learn about kindness and carry out kind acts  

Congratulations
on your December of kindness – being kind sends  
a powerful message about our connections to each other 
and the world around us.

December 2018
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday FridaySaturday Sunday
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Write down 
ideas about 
what being kind 
means 

Do something 
helpful for a 
friend or family 
member 

Give any 
unwanted 
clothes or toys 
to a Red Cross 
charity shop

Be kind to 
someone in 
your family 

Decide on 
someone else 
to share your 
kindness with

Share the joy 
of kindness 
and encourage 
others to 
practise 
kindness 

Share 
your 
kind act 
and explore 
what kindness 
is together

Learn one 
simple first aid 
skill that you 
would be able 
to use to help 
someone

Learn more 
about refugees 
and think about 
what you could 
do to welcome 
someone

Decide on five 
kind acts that 
you’ll do during 
December 

Tell the 
person 
next to 
you three 
things you like 
about them

Make a card to 
say thank you 
to someone 
who has been 
kind

Share thoughts 
about kindness, 
caring and 
helping

Learn how 
to be kind to 
someone who 
might be upset

Find out how 
you can 
be kind to 
yourself

Take five 
minutes 
to learn 
a coping 
skill

Write down five 
things you are 
grateful for

Share your 
kindness hopes 
for 2019

Have a non-
uniform day to 
raise awareness 
of or to donate 
to the Red 
Cross

Invite someone 
new to play with 
you at break 
time

Look back at 
all you have 
achieved! Write 
or draw what 

kindness 
means to 
you now

The power of  
kindness calendar
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           Awards Assembly

Students were awarded for their efforts in the following 
subjects during an end of year assembly.
Construction
Year 10 - Michael Cox and Jack Woodruff 
Year 11 - Owen Creswell and Ben James 
Business
Year 10 -Ben Snell, Jenna Welsh, Scott Taylor
Year 11 - Emily McGowan
Design and Technology
Year 10 - Grace Bacon
Year 11 - Naomi George
Engineering
Year 10 - George Rawlinson and Kian Dowse
Year 11 - Tyler Johnson 
English
Year 10 - Ben Snell, Jack Hayer, Ellie Thiis, Rachel Betts.
Year 11 - Eugenie Reid
Food and Nutrition
Year 11 – Caitlin Harley
Geography
Year 10 - Lauren Miller
Year 11 - Niall Scott 
History
Year 10 - Max Trafford
Year 11 - Tom Cawthra 

ICT
Year 10 – Rachel Betts
Year 11 - Harry Paul 
Mathematics
Year 10 – Emma Tyson
Year 11 - Erin Stayt 
MFL
Year 10 
French - Allie Shrimpton  
Russian - Sophie Martin 
Spanish - Millie Benstead 
Year 11 - Caitlin Robinson 
Religious Studies
Year 10 -Scarlett Hush, Millie Benstead, Charlotte Ruff
Science
Year 10 - Emma Holt and Emma Tyson
Year 11 - Caitlin Robinson



To mark the centenary of the end of the First World War, Sir Robert Pattinson staff and students participated in a range of 
activities. During House assemblies, students were reminded of the importance of the act of remembrance for those who have 
served our country past and present. Head of Lancaster House, Anna Fields, stated that ‘As we have approximately 350 students 
in the Academy who have a parent in the armed forces, we felt that it was fitting to include an opportunity to reflect upon the 
service of those in our own community.’ 
On Friday 9 November, students were involved in the creation of a Poppy Wave. Each student created a Poppy upon which they 
wrote a personal message of remembrance; these were then added to the display. More than 1000 poppies were included and 
the end result looks stunning. 

SRPA Remembers

On Friday evening the Academy 
hosted the Lincolnshire Fire and 
Rescue concert band’s Festival of 
Remembrance and one performer 
stated that the display was ‘a 
very fitting setting to a wonderful 
evening.’ 
The student’s work will remain in 
place for two weeks, after which the 
poppies will be removed and some 
chosen to create a more permanent 
display to mark the project.

Battlefields Tour
In November two Academy students, Grace Bacon and Cerys 
Aplin, were given the opportunity to visit the battlefields of 
the Western Front as part of a combined school’s project. 
Whilst on the trip they visited the memorial museum of 
Passchendaele. The students have reflected upon the 
powerful experience this was ‘When we were there we had 
the chance to explore a replica of a trench. We thought this 
was an overwhelming experience as we had seen with our 
own eyes what millions of soldiers had to live in every day for 
4 years’. 
‘We visited the grounds of the Battle of the Somme. It was 
incredible to think that we were walking on grounds where 
millions of people had fought their hardest to give us the life 
we can enjoy every day.’

During the last week of term Dreadlock Alien, the renowned 
performance poet, was in school to work with Years 7, 8, 9 
and 10 on British Values and Tolerance.  These were active, 
fun sessions that aim to educate our students about society 
and community values.

Poet in school



Staff Training with 
Luke Staton

Luke Staton, motivational speaker, is working with the 
Academy staff and students this academic year.

Earlier this month three 
members of staff had the 
opportunity to travel to Poland 
to participate in a training 
event. This was hosted in 
Elblag, in our project partner 
school. The purpose of this 
visit was to share different 
teaching practices with our 
European counterparts. Our 
team felt that the experience 
was beneficial and will be 
sharing some of these ideas 
with our staff in future training 
events. 

Erasmus and visit to 
Poland

Flying High

On Friday 5 October the MFL Dept took 19 students from 
Y10 and Y11  to RAF Waddington for a Business Language 
Champions event in conjunction with the RAF. The purpose 
of the event was to demonstrate to students how important 
languages are to the Armed Forces. The three teams took 
part in language-based challenges involving the creation of 
a parachute to safely enable an egg to reach the ground, 
as well as a presentation in French or Spanish to business 
personnel who use languages on a regular basis. This gave 
our GCSE students an excellent opportunity to try speaking 
spontaneously in their chosen language before their speaking 
examinations!
All teams performed incredibly well and were a real credit to 
the Academy. A great day out was had by all and the majority 
of students who attended have already signed up for the next 
Business Language Champions event next month! To top off 
a fabulous day, one of our teams were awarded 2nd prize for 
their hard work and brilliant presentation.

Get involved with Erasmus
In September, eight students from our Academy participated 
in the first of four exchange visits as part of our Erasmus+ 
‘Rhythms of success’ project.
The students were an absolute credit to the Academy during 
the exchange in which they were welcomed into the homes 
of host families in Dillingen, near Augsburg in Bavaria. They 
all embraced the opportunity and immersed themselves in 
numerous activities with students and staff from our two 
partner schools.
In 2019 we will be hosting students from our partner schools 
and participating in a further trip to Germany and one to 
Poland. These opportunities will be available to students. 
Anyone wishing to register their interest should contact Mrs 
Fields by Friday 11 January. 



It is a little disconcerting when you are just about to embark 
on a journey half way across the world responsible for 21 
students and one of them asks ‘Are we visiting a beach while 
we are in Nepal? Mr Adlington who also accompanied us on 
this year’s World Challenge expedition explained that Nepal is 
a land locked country, the response being looks of confusion. 
Can I advise those of you travelling to Sri Lanka in 2019 and 
those looking forward to finding out more about the launch 
of Swaziland 2020 to take a look at a map before you climb on 
board a plane as it’s quite useful to know where you’re actually 
going.

So after a day of checks and a few more comical questions 
we headed to Birmingham airport for our late night flight to 
Kathmandu, I thought the students were excited to experience 
the sights, smells and sounds of our final destination however 
they were really excited about the fact they could ring each 
other on the plane and that when we went to sleep there 
were stars inside the plane ceiling, simple things. On arrival 
in Kathmandu many hours after we departed the UK we 
were immediately overwhelmed by the traffic, potholes and 
busy streets of Kathmandu. Due to having such a large team, 
this year World Challenge divided us into two, one team 
heading into the hills for the first week whilst the second team 
completed their community phase in a school just outside 
Kathmandu.
The trek completed by both teams during the two weeks took 
place in the Annapurna conservation area, North west of a 
small Nepalese city called Pokhara. To get to Pokhara both 
teams had to firstly negotiate a maze of narrow streets in 
Kathmandu before boarding a public bus eight hours across 
country. Leaving the busy streets, with the bus driver trying 
to miss the very large potholes created by the continuous 
Monsoon rains at this time of the year alongside cows 
wondering down the middle of the road took time but soon 
opened up to different challenges for the driver, extremely 
winding mountain roads full of Tata trucks all individually 
decorated with amazing paintings. There was only one night 
in Pokhara to prepare for the trek and to meet the mountains 
guides who would keep us safe in the Himalayas, before our 
five day trek to and from the summit of Poon Hill would start. 
The ascent to the summit took just over two days and the route 
was accurately named ‘The Stone Steeps trail’, we crossed 
large wire footbridges, walked through small mountain villages 

World ChallengeAlumni
Amber Owens, a former headgirl here at SRPA, has settled in 
well at the University of Mount Olive, North Carolina and is 
loving the running and being part of the large TROJAN team. 
She is running around 100Km per week and has run 4 large 
XC meets some an 8 Hour drive away. She ran in the Carolina 
Conference recently and out of 91 finishers she finished 6th 
and first freshman home. She received Freshman of the year.

Letter to Mrs Gadsby from Jordan Foreman
I feels like just yesterday I saw you again after beeping at 
college for a year, and now I’ve just started Uni. (Yikes!)
It’s been 5 weeks and I finally think I’ve settled in. It’s a little 
challenging trying to keep a coherent schedule with the work 
load (you know how I am with my calender) but I’m learning to 
keep everything in perspective and to remind myself that I’m 
doing all the work and doing my best.
I've also made so many new friends, it’s amazing. I feel like 
I’ve made real relationships with people, it’s great. I feel more 
social these past 5 weeks than I have the past year.



World Challenge Expedition to Nepal
and rice plantations with Nepalese pray flags blowing in the 
wind. The monsoon brought rain every day and this in turn 
many leeches, these wriggly black creatures creeping up on 
everyone. The guides’ looked after us exceptionally, bringing 
tea to our tent doors or rooms when staying in Teahouses 
every morning, the Sherpa’s carried two of our heavy bags 
each strapped to their heads and the cooks even baked us a 
cake on a camp stove. Both teams successfully summited Poon 
Hill with team one having a clear view over the Annapurna 
Mountains including some of the highest in the world. 
Unfortunately team two were hampered by poor weather 
but still took on the challenge of trekking to the summit. The 
descent was not all downhill, after all being in the world’s 
highest mountain range brings ups and downs every day. Both 
teams where sad to say goodbye to their guides, porters and 
chiefs, I can personally say they are some of the kindest I have 
worked with on a World Challenge expedition. 
The community phase saw both teams painting classrooms, 
staircases, outbuildings, teaching the students, learning to cook 
local food and playing with the children. This very rewarding 
element to World Challenge expeditions enables the students 
to live alongside the locals in small communities seeing their 
everyday lives, family dynamics and homes. Both teams were 
full of stories on our return about the games they played, the 
children they had met and how humble it has made them feel. 
Both teams were greeted with traditional Hindu ceremonies 
receiving flowers, scarves and a red dot on their forehead and 
were entertained with traditional dances and singing from the 
students at the schools. After only three days, we all felt like 
part of the community and were sad to leave, the students 
from the schools helping with our bags and all waving as if we 
were part of their families. On our departure, we yet again had 
a Hindu ceremony and all received certificates of thanks for our 
hard work and interaction.    
Both teams had chance to take part in some R and R activities 
including White water rafting, taking on a huge Himalayan 
river for over three hours bouncing around on the giant bolder 
sized waves, jumping in and spinning around in the rapids. 
There was also time to visit some of the temples and famous 
buildings of Kathmandu, both teams visited what is known as 
the monkey temple, high on a hill in Kathmandu the steps that 
lead to the temple draped in pray flags are patrolled by many 
monkeys all keen to take a look in your bag for a banana. Parts 
of the temple are still under construction and repair after the 
earthquake in 2015, watching the workers still using some very 
primitive building methods was very humbling. The teams also 
had time to sample the local food of Dal bhat and momo’s 
alongside shopping for local crafts and of course colourful 
baggy pants and Tibetan style shirts. 
Leaving Kathmandu was hard for all of us as we had all had the 
time of our lives but dressed in our flip flops and baggy pants 
we boarded the plane via Dubai, unexpectedly we missed our 
connecting flight and ended up having to spend a night in a 5* 
hotel in Dubai airport, great you may say but going for dinner 
in a posh restaurant in your flip flops and baggy pants was not 
in the plan, thankfully we all looked as daft as each other.   

Personally, I loved Nepal and the people so much due to their 
genuine kindness.  I have already booked to go back this time 
to trek to Everest base camp. I will therefore apologise already 
to the students I teach who will have to endure listening to me 
on the countdown to my next mountain adventure.   
Miss Earnshaw



Self-esteem project
Sir Robert Pattinson Academy prepares to bring Christmas 
cheer to the clients at North Hykeham Day Centre .
Preparations are once again 
underway at Sir Robert Pattinson 
Academy for the North Hykeham 
Day Centre Christmas Party. 
Clients and Carers from the Day 
Centre have been invited to 
enjoy a day filled with Christmas 
spirit on Tuesday 11 December. 
Clients and Carers will be served 
a two course Christmas lunch 
accompanied by tea, coffee and 
mince pies.
Party balloons, Christmas 
crackers and chocolates have all 
been purchased. Students have 
been busy arranging playlists of Carols and Christmas music, 
making sure their bingo calling skills are top notch, writing 
out Christmas cards, and, most importantly of all, organising 
Christmas hampers for all the clients at the Day Centre.

The students have been set a 
Hamper house competition 
with judges looking for the 
best hampers from combined 
houses in Years 7-11.  Parents 
of the students at the 
Academy have been extremely 
generous in donating tea, 
coffee, mince pies, Christmas 
cake, chocolates, socks, gloves 
and a whole array of toiletries.
ASDA Store in North Hykeham 
has also kindly donated a large 
box of groceries to go into the 
hampers.

With the scene set, students are eagerly awaiting the arrival of 
their guests on 11 December.

The SRPA Christmas Celebration has taken on a Pantomime 
theme this year with students from Y7 - Y13 showing off 
their talents in an extravaganza of music, dance and theatre. 
Superbly led by the Y11 GCSE Drama group and directed and 
written by new drama teacher, Shannen Johnson in a very 
mixed up Pantomime where the handsome prince gets his 
dues after trying to date all of the Disney princesses at once! 
"Oh no he didn't!" All is right with the world in the end when 
the characters begin to understand the true meaning of 
Christmas.

heading              Christmas Celebration

Mr Skaley took 12 year 8 pupils to The Showroom on Tritton 
Road to do some rock climbing 
in an attempt to boost their 
self-esteem and confidence. The 
pupils were a real mixed bag, 
some a lot more nervous than 
others, but every one of them 
saw their own little mile stones 
conquered and all left feeling 
incredibly proud of themselves. 
Most notably was Bryony Taylor, 
who was sat against the wall 
in tears one minute and up 
the top of the wall the next! I 
now own her a bag of Haribo… 
Well done to all the pupils on 
their achievement. Five more 
climbing sessions await them after Christmas!

Emily Cole
Bryony Taylor
Eden Taylor
Amber Horstead
Paisley Jackson
Martha Reeves 
– award for the 
noisiest descent 
in history
Bradley Kowalski-
Fletcher
Ciara Taylor
Grace Page
Ruby Eyre
Robynn Ashby
Abigale Wilford

Christmas Cheer



 
You have learnt to read …

NOW READ TO LEARN!

At SRPA, 
Communication Skills refers to the teaching of reading, 
writing, talking and listening across the curriculum 
and in recent years we have done a great deal of work 
promoting the benefits of reading.

A study conducted by the Institute of Education (IOE) 
found that children who read for pleasure are likely 
to do significantly better at school than their peers. 
The study, which was the first to examine the effect 
of reading for pleasure on cognitive development 
over time, found that children who read for pleasure 
made more progress in maths, vocabulary and spelling 
between the ages of 10 and 16 than those who rarely 
read.

In January it will be an expectation that every student 
has a reading book with them at all times.

Over the past few weeks, tutors have been reinforcing 
the expectation that all students should have a book 
with them during the day. Why? So they are ready 
to read at any given moment! It could be a book 
from home or it could be something which has been 
borrowed from a library. Indeed, the Academy library 
is open for business all day and Mrs Ransome would be 
delighted to see you! 

We would value the support of all our parents and 
carers in encouraging their children to bring a book to 
school!

Mr Dickens

SUPPORTING READING AT HOME

SHOW THEM THE WAY
Being a reader yourself - and letting your child see you 
actively reading on a regular basis - can be powerful. 
Make time to read newspapers, magazines and books 
so that you are modelling the act of reading. 

THE WORD-RICH HOUSE
Have reading material around the house so that words 
become part of the furniture. Display those cookery 
books in the kitchen, fill the magazine rack in the 
lounge, stock up a small bookcase on the landing. 
Create an environment where your child is surrounded 
by the written word. There is no escape!

THE IMPORTANCE OF TALK
According to the academic Margaret K Merga at the 
University of Western Australia, talking to your child 
about what they have been reading is a powerful way 
to build confidence and improve understanding of the 
material. If they are reading a novel, for example, ask 
them about the plot and the characters.

BOOK SERIES
Look out for writers who produce series. The Alex 
Rider spy novels by Anthony Horowitz would be a 
good example. Buy them the first book in the series. 
If your child enjoys the first one, the chances are they 
will want to read the second and the third. Many 
children (particularly boys) like this idea of ‘getting 
through things’ in an ordered way. The challenge of 
reading them ALL is an irresistible temptation to some.

MAKE TIME
Most important of all, perhaps, is the need to make 
time to hear your child read. Hearing the words 
coming off the page is crucial in the process of 
becoming a skilled reader. Just ten or fifteen minutes a 
day will make a significant difference.

Communication Skills



We have seen many exciting changes across the Academy during the autumn term 
and it is often very difficult to give our stakeholders a sense of what is happening on a 
day-to-day basis.
Fortunately, we have social media to help us out and we are delighted that our 662 
followers on Twitter have been able to share the events, the achievements and the 
fun as they happen! Here are some of our Twitter highlights from the autumn term:

7 September 2018
                                                                                                                 
The first week is over and WHAT A WEEK for the new Y7.  
Almost ... ALMOST ... 100% attendance!  
             Almost 100% for Y12 too!

OUR TERM ON TWITTER @LincolnSRPA

Also this month.... 
 
13 September 2018

Mr Hardy shows off his right-arm over at lunch-
time with Y11. Don't do yourself an injury sir! 
It's Awards Evening later on!

In October, we tweeted about the Y12 Tutor and Work Experience 
evening …

4 October 2018
Thank you to all our parents who came to the Year 12 Tutor and 
Work Experience evening tonight; it was lovely to meet so many 
of you. Looking forward to seeing the exciting work experience 
placements which our students organise. 

On 15 October 2018, we had a very busy day with Skills Week. We were 
extremely lucky to have the support of so many local employers who 
gave up time to share their skills, expertise and knowledge …

Y11 Skills Week is up and running! A big thank you to local employers 
for leading the mock interviews today. Have fun everyone - no need to 
be nervous!



             OUR TERM ON TWITTER @LincolnSRPA
We started November with some deep thinking about some serious topics.

1 November 2018

A thought provoking ASPIRE session for our sixth form students today based on 
tolerance and diversity. Certainly food for thought …

 

In November, staff and students were treated to the 
inspirational work of a man who has transformed the lives 
of so many people. We are delighted that he will continue 
his work with us in 2019.

8 November 2018

We are delighted that Luke Staton has agreed to work with 75 of our youngsters this year. 
Thank you Luke! IT’S TIME TO INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION!

December started in a whirl of activity – there is NO time for rest in December!

6 December 2018

Countdown to the Christmas Celebration on the 17 December. The excitement is 
building...@SRPA #teamSRPA

Finally, a well-established event in the Academy calendar …

11 December 2018

             A very warm welcome to our friends from The North Hykeham Day Centre. 
             We hope you enjoy your party! As always, a huge thank you to tutors and tutees for    
              the amazing Christmas hampers. Superb work everyone!

We look forward to more tweeting in the spring term. Why not follow us? We can be found @LincolnSRPA and @SRPA_sport … 
it’s a great way to find out what is happening at the Academy, often in real time!



SRPA Online
Check out the latest news, 
along with a new and 
updated calendar on our 
website.
www.srpa.co.uk/news 
Twitter: @LincolnSRPA 
enquiries@srpa.co.uk

ESFA under 12 indoor 5-a-side football 
tournament

The Academy 
Newsletter
Compiling each term’s 
newsletter is a big but 
exciting job. It is really 
important that we 
celebrate all the good that 
goes on at the Academy 
and would like feedback on 
our newsletter. If you have 
any ideas or suggestions, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact us; we welcome 
your thoughts. Please 
address to ajg@srpa.co.uk

The girls had a confident start to the tournament winning 2-1 against Gainsborough Academy, 
there were amazing goals scored by Isabela Marti accompanied by phenomenal set ups from 
Connie Williams. The girls should be pleased with their first results considering Gainsborough 
had tough competitors to beat. By the second match, the girls had time to rest and come 
up with a game plan. Their next competitors were Pembroke who played very well but were 
unable to get a goal passed Maddison Johnson. The girls had an amazing round and ended up 
winning 6-0 against Pembroke. 
The girls familiarised themselves with Queen Elizabeth’s techniques and Holly Henshaw 
and Louise East were talking team tactics from the side-line. This had a great benefit being 
victorious against Queen Elizabeth. We had a slow start but the girls boldly brought it back and 
managed to come out with 
a 3-1 win, there was some 
lovely defending by Lucy 
Barlow in the third game. Yet 
to be beaten. 
Since watching the other 
schools play, the girls were 
aware that LSST were going 
to be tough competition, 
both schools unbeaten so far. 
The fourth game was against 
LSST and the girls were 
ready. We had a fantastic 
start to the game with a 
bottom left hand goal scored 
by Connie Williams, great 
confidence boost, smiles all round! The girls pulled another win out the bag and ended with a 
well-deserved 2-0 victory. The last schools we had to play were Branston and City school; the 
girls knew they were yet to be defeated so the pressure was on. The penultimate match was 
against Branston. Branston had been drawing every game so far and the girls didn’t want to 
make it another one. They were the toughest competitors yet, Poppy Joyce and Louise kept the 
pressure on and we scored an amazing first goal, but our RP girls didn’t let it affect them. We 
bounced back and finished with an incredible score of 5-1. 
Finally, the girls were up against City School, the very last game of the tournament. The girls 
had been told that they have won no matter the result of the last game. The girls lost their 
focus a few times with the excitement of winning the tournament allowing city to score two 
lucky goals but they put up a good fight. Unfortunately, the girls did not reign undefeated and 
the final score was 2-0 to City. Nevertheless, our RP year 7 football team did a FANTASTIC job 
and WON the tournament overall, next stop is Derby to represent our district in January.

Conratulations to Isla Colton, form 7.10!  She won 
gold medal for coming first in her age range and 
came second overall for the whole day (ages 8-14) 
so received a silver medal for that too!

Gymnastics - Isla Colton


