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CHOOSING COURSES IN THE SIXTH FORM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Welcome. 

 
An important part of helping students to transition into Level 3 courses is to work out what subjects 

best fit with their career aspirations. Below is some guidance to help answer the following 

questions: 
 

In this booklet you will find some guidance when answering the following questions: 
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  A Levels by the   

Which A Levels 
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plans?   success for me?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Should you have any questions when completing your application, please feel free to contact the 

Sixth Form team on sixthform@srpa.co.uk 
 

Mrs R J Gilbert 
SLT Strategic Lead (Curriculum & Outcomes) 
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Choosing A Levels by Future Plans 
 

Subject requirements  
If you know what you wish to study at university and want to know what subjects you will need to 

have studied in preparation, you will find detailed information on each university’s entry 

requirements on the UCAS website www.ucas.com.  
 

Another good source of information is the Informed Choices booklet produced by the Russell 

Group https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/ 
 

This section below is from the booklet and will give you some idea of subject specific requirements 

for higher education entry. 
 
  

     

Course Essential advanced level qualifications Useful advanced level qualifications 
Accountancy (also Usually none, although one or two Mathematics, Business Studies  
Banking/Finance/Insuran universities require Mathematics.  
ce)    

Actuarial Science/Studies Mathematics Business Studies 
    
    

Aeronautical Engineering Mathematics and Physics. ICT 
    
    

Anthropology None A small number of courses like a 
   Science Alevel such as Biology. 
    

Archaeology None Geography, History or science subjects 
   can all be useful. 

Architecture 
Some courses say they want an 
arts/science mix. Some may require Art.   Art, Mathematics and Physics 

  
and Physics.  A portfolio of ideas may 
be requested. 

    
    
    
    

Art and Design Art or Design Technology Design Technology, Art & Design. Do 
  note that most entrants onto Art and 
  Design degrees will have done a one‐ 
  year Art Foundation Course after 
  completing Year 13. 

     
 

 

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
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Biochemistry Always Chemistry and some universities Biology, Mathematics, Physics. 
 will say you must have Biology as well,  
 while some will say Chemistry plus one  
 from Mathematics/Physics/Biology. Doing  
 Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics or  
 Physics will keep all Biochemistry courses  
 open to you.  

Biology Biology, usually Chemistry. A few Mathematics or Physics. 
 universities specify two sciences.  

Biomedical Sciences Normally two from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, 
(including Medical Mathematics and Physics. Physics. 
Science) Chemistry is essential for some courses.  

Business Studies None Mathematics, Business Studies  
Chemical Engineering Chemistry and Mathematics and   Physics, Biology. 

 sometimes Physics as well.  
Chemistry Chemistry and occasionally Mathematics. Mathematics, Further Mathematics, 

 Most courses require Chemistry and would Physics, Biology. 
 like Mathematics and one other science  
 subject (for example, Physics or Biology).  

Childhood Studies None Health and Social Care. 

Civil Engineering Mathematics, in many cases Physics. Geography 
 Sometimes one of Physics or Chemistry.  

Computer Science  ICT, Physics 

Dentistry Chemistry and Biology for most courses, Mathematics, Physics. 
 but some require Mathematics or Physics  

 as well.  

Dietetics Chemistry, Biology. Mathematics 
Drama Some courses require English Literature Literature and Language 
 and for a few courses English and/or Theatre Studies. 

 Theatre Studies.  

Economics Usually Mathematics. Economics,  
  History, Business Studies. 
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Electrical/Electronic Mathematics, usually Physics.  
Engineering   

   

Engineering (General) Mathematics and Physics.  
   
   

English English Literature or combined English History, Religious Studies, a foreign 
 Language & Literature (some courses will language. 
 accept English Language).  

   
Environmental Many courses will ask for two from Biology, Another facilitating subject, 
Science/Studies Chemistry, Mathematics, particularly a science. 

 Physics and Geography.  

European Studies A Modern Foreign Language. Another Modern Foreign Language, 
  English Literature, History. 

French French Another Modern Foreign Language, 
  English Literature, History. 

Geography Most degrees require Geography. Some Geography BSc (science) 
  degrees prefer one from Biology, 
  Chemistry, Mathematics or Physics. 

Geology/Earth Sciences Usually two from Mathematics, Physics, Geography. 
 Chemistry and Biology. . 

German German (a handful of universities offer the Another Modern Foreign Language, 
 opportunity to study German from scratch, English Literature, History. 
 without German A‐level).  

History Most degrees require History.  English Literature, 
  Philosophy, Politics,  
    a modern language. 

History of Art None Art, English Literature, History, 
  Theology/Religious Studies,  
    French, German, Spanish. 

Italian Italian or another language such as French, Another Modern Foreign Language, 
 German or Spanish. English Literature, History. 

Law Usually none, although a few universities History; other facilitating subjects. 
 require English. There really are no essential subjects 
  for Law. Maybe one choice should 
  involve essay or report writing. History 
  gives you good relevant skills for Law 
  but is not essential. 

Management Studies Sometimes Mathematics. Mathematics, Business Studies. 
   

Materials Science Normally two from Chemistry, Chemistry. 
(including Biomedical Mathematics, Physics, Biology   
Materials Science)   
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Mathematics Mathematics and sometimes Further Physics. 
 Mathematics.  

Mechanical Engineering Mathematics, usually Physics. Mechanical Engineering 
 

  departments may have a preference 
  for Mathematics A‐levels with a strong 
  mechanics component. 

Media Studies (including A few courses ask for English or Media English, Media Studies, Sociology, 
Communication Studies) Studies. Psychology. 
Medicine If you do Chemistry, Biology and one from  

 Mathematics or Physics you will keep all  
 the medical schools open to you. If you do  
 Chemistry and Biology  
 you will keep open the vast majority. If you  
 do Chemistry and one from  
 Mathematics and Physics you will limit your  
 range of choices much more.  

Music For most traditional courses, Music and Some universities have a preference 
 Grade VII/VIII, although some for at least one essay‐based subject. 
 universities will consider candidates  
 without A‐level Music.  

Nursing and Midwifery Usually Biology or another science. Biology, Health & Social Care 
  Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics. 

Occupational Therapy Some courses ask for Biology. Physical Education, 
  or another science. 

Optometry (Opthalmic Two from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics  
Optics) or Physics (some courses prefer Biology as  

 one of the choices).  

Orthoptics Biology Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics. 
  . 
   

Pharmacy Chemistry and one from Biology, Mathematics, Physics. 
 Mathematics and Physics keeps the vast  
 majority of courses open to you. Some  
 courses like to see Chemistry, Biology and  
 Mathematics. Doing Chemistry and Biology  
 keeps most courses open.  

Philosophy None Mathematics,  
  and Religious 
  Studies/Theology. 

Physics Mathematics, Physics. Chemistry. 
   

Physiotherapy Most courses will consider you with just Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics. 
 Biology. However, some also require a  
 second science from Chemistry,  
 Mathematics or Physics.  
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Planning Sometimes Geography. Geography, Mathematics. 
   

Politics Usually none Religious Studies, Business Studies, 
  History,  
  English Literature. 
  . 

Psychology A few courses ask for one from Biology, Biology, Mathematics. 
 Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics.  
   

Religious None Religious Studies, 
Studies/Theology  Philosophy, English Literature, History. 

   

Sociology None Geography. 
  . 

Spanish Spanish (some degrees will also consider Another Modern Foreign Language, 
 French, German or Italian). English Literature, History. 

Speech Therapy Some universities want a science such as A modern foreign language (for 
 Biology, Chemistry or Physics. Some specify example, French, German, Spanish, 
 Biology, but some degrees will consider Italian), English Language (and 
 candidates with none of these. Literature). 

Sports Science/Physical Many courses want to see one from Physical Education. 
Education Biology/Chemistry/Mathematics/  

 Physics (some courses will treat Physical  
 Education as a science equivalent).  

Surveying None For some types of Surveying e.g. 
  Building Surveying, Mathematics and 
  Physics could be helpful. For Estate 
  Management (General Practice 
  Surveying) most A‐level combinations 
  will be considered. 

Teacher Training (Primary (those best for Primary Teaching shown in Another of the subjects listed above. 
and/or Secondary) italics )  

 At least one from Art, Biology, CACHE,  
 Chemistry, Computing, Design and  
 Technology, Drama (Theatre Studies),  
 English, French, Geography, German,  
 History, ICT, Italian, Mathematics, Music,  
 Physics, Physical Education,  
 Religious Studies (Theology), Spanish.  

Veterinary Science You should do Chemistry and Biology and  
 one from Mathematics/Physics so that you  
 have all universities open to you.  
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Choosing A Levels by  Keeping Options Open 
 
“Many courses at university level build on knowledge and skills which you will gain while still at 
school. Where this is the case, universities need to make sure that all the students they admit have 
prepared themselves in the best way to cope with their chosen course. For this reason, some 
university courses may require you to have studied a specific subject prior to entry, others may 
not.  
 
 
 
 
Choosing A Levels by What You Enjoy 
 
The Russell Group suggest that you could pick A Levels because “you have enjoyed and been good at 

the subject in the past, and think you will achieve a high grade in it.” There is a significant difference 
between enjoying a subject and loving it. Loving a subject involves continued independent study 

outside of the specification, for example the scientist who keeps up to date with the latest 

developments or the musician who thinks about music all the time taking every opportunity to play 

and hear music. If you are picking a subject because you enjoy it, make sure you also love it. 
 
Why pick a subject because you love it? 
 
There is a general assumption that if you study a subject that you love, you will:  

 enjoy the subject more  

 spend time outside of lessons learning more about the subject content 

 be more passionate about studying it  
 and as a result, achieve more highly. 

 
However www.whatuni.com states “[we] …recommend thinking about what subjects you do well 

in. Although it’s important to enjoy your courses, when it comes to exam time you’ll be happy that 

you picked something you’re good at instead of something you enjoyed but struggled with.” 
 
Source: https://www.whatuni.com/degrees/courses/ 

 

 

 WARNING: Make sure you do your research. The subject you love at GCSE might not be the same 

at A Level. Look at the specification, the content, speak to teachers and other students before 

making a decision. 

https://www.whatuni.com/degrees/courses/
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Choosing subjects by ‘bundles’ 
 
“In considering your advanced level subject choices, it is a good idea to consider the broad ways 
in which certain subject combinations at advanced level tend to relate to broad groups of 
university degree courses.  
For those studying for A‐levels, the most common patterns are described in detail below.  

The scientist 
 
A student who is good at science often chooses Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics and Physics. This 
will keep open all the science/Mathematics options at university.  
For the sake of maintaining a wider outlook on life, however, many students in this category will 

replace one of the sciences with an arts/humanities subject or a social science (indeed, some 

universities encourage this).  
 
Biological/Life Sciences are degrees based on Chemistry and Biology. As long as you choose these 
two subjects at advanced level, a huge range of degrees will be open to you. These include degrees 
leading to a definite career path (for example, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Pharmacy, 
Dietetics) and degrees based on research (for example, Biochemistry, Biomedical Materials Science, 
Pharmacology). Physical Sciences involve the practical application of Mathematics and Physics. As 

long as you take these two subjects at advanced level a huge range of degrees will be open to you, 

such as: Engineering (mechanical, electronic/electrical and civil), Physics and Materials Science. 
 
Essays, essays, essays  
The majority of students fall into the ‘essay’ category, where all their subject choices will be in the 
arts/humanities and social sciences (with perhaps one creative/talent‐based subject). A large range 
of university degrees in the arts/humanities, social sciences and business fields will be open to 
these students, but not normally degrees in the Mathematics/sciences field. Subjects include 
History, English Literature, Business,  Geography and Philosophy at advanced level. Your degree at 
university might well follow on from one of these subjects – you could do a degree in History, 
Politics, English Literature, Law, Psychology or Sociology. 
 
The linguist  
There are many language degrees open to students who have studied one language at advanced 
level. Some universities offer courses where you can begin a language from scratch. Some students 
will emphasise their linguistic abilities by doing not one but two foreign languages including 

French, German, Spanish or Italian. Students that study languages are highly sought after by 
universities for language degrees or courses with a language component. English Language & 

Literature is also a complementary subject for foreign language students. 
 
The artist  
If you have talent in music you may well want to study it at university. If so, it is important that you 
take Music to advanced level (along with performance grades).   
If you have a talent in art you may well be thinking about an art foundation course as a precursor to 

a degree programme. You might want to consider an advanced level qualification in either Art or 

Art and Design. Either of these will provide you with the basis for your portfolio, which you will 

need to gain entry to an art foundation course. 
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For Drama, many universities don’t require you to have specific subjects at advanced level. However,  
some do have subject specific entry requirements so do check carefully. In addition, some universities  
may ask you to attend an audition/workshop/interview. Preparation for such auditions can be gained  
from many different out‐of‐school activities, from drama and dance groups within school and, of course,  
from your school leaving qualifications themselves.”  

 
 Popular ‘Bundles’    

      

  
A Level 
Subject   Bundle subjects 

      

Art ‐ Fine History 
  

Art ‐ Photography ICT 
  

Biology Chemistry, Mathematics, Physical Education 
  

Business Studies Mathematics, History 
  

Chemistry Biology, Mathematics, Physics 
  

Drama & Theatre Studies English 
  

English Language & 
Literature 

History, Drama & Theatre Studies, Modern Foreign Language 

  

French Other Modern Foreign Languages, English, History, Geography 
  

German Other Modern Foreign Languages, English, History, Geography 
  

Geography History, Biology, Maths 
  

History English Literature, Philosophy 
  

Mathematics  Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
  

Physics Mathematics, Chemistry 

Spanish Other Modern Foreign Languages, English,History, Geography 
  

Sport Biology 
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Analysis 
 
Use this page to help narrow down which subjects to choose. 
 
 Questions  Subjects       
 Which A Levels should I  1  
 choose for my future plans?  2  
    3  
    4  
    5  

 Which A Levels should I  1  
 choose to keep my options  2  
 open?  3  
    4  
    5  

 Which subjects do I enjoy?  1  
    2  
    3  
    4  
    5  

 Which bundle should I do?  1  
    2  
    3  
    4  
    5  

 Which subjects have the  1  
 highest probability of  2  
 success for me? (based on  3  
 my GCSE projections)  4  
    5  

 Which subjects have  1  
 occurred most in the above  2  
 questions?  3  
    4  
    5  
 
 
The A Levels I am going to find out more about at the Sixth Form Open Evening are: 
 

1) 4) 

2) 5) 

3) 6) 
 
 
 
 
 

 


