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‘Children who read for pleasure are likely to 

do significantly better at school than their 

peers, according to new research from the 

Institute of Education.’ (University of London, 

2013) 

‘A children's story that can only be enjoyed 

by children is not a good children's story in 

the slightest.’ (C.S.Lewis) 

Follow us and join the discussion! 

@SRPAR4P 

Our library is open during break times, 

lunchtimes and after school until four o’clock 

each day.  



At SRPA the six core communications skills are: 
 

 listening 

 reading 

 speaking 

 writing 

 spelling 

 vocabulary 
 
We firmly believe that these skills are central 
to: 
 

 raising standards across all subjects 

 improving self-esteem, motivation and 
behaviour 

 developing independent learners and 

 enhancing career opportunities and life 
chances 

 
Furthermore, we also believe that the best way 
to raise standards across the six core 
communication skills is through a collaborative 
approach, which relies upon the active 
involvement and encouragement of all 
members of the school community, including 
parents and carers. 
 
This leaflet provides you with some ideas about 
how you can support your child with their 
reading and writing skills.  

The Six Core 

Communication Skills 

 
 

 
 

Being a reader yourself - and letting your child see you 
actively reading on a regular basis - can be powerful. Make 
time to read newspapers, magazines and books so that you 
are modelling the act of … reading!  
 

 
 

 

Have reading material around the house so that words 
become part of the furniture. Display those cookery books in 
the kitchen, fill the magazine rack in the lounge, stock up a 
small bookcase on the landing! Create an environment 
where your child is surrounded by the written word. There is 
no escape! 

 
 
 

According to Margaret K Merga at the University of Western 
Australia, talking to your child about what they have been 
reading is a powerful way to build confidence and improve 
understanding of the material. If they are reading a novel, 
for example, ask them about the plot and the characters. 

 
 
 

Look out for writers who produce series. The Alex Rider spy 
novels by Anthony Horowitz would be a good example. Buy 
them the first book in the series. If your child enjoys the first 
one, the chances are they will want to read the second and 
the third. Many children (particularly boys) like this idea of 
‘getting through things’ in an ordered way. The challenge of 
reading them ALL is an irresistible temptation to some. 

 
 
 

Most important of all, perhaps, is the need to make time to 
hear your child read. Hearing the words coming off the page 
is crucial in the process of becoming a skilled reader. Just ten 
or fifteen minutes a day will make a significant difference. 

SHOW THEM THE WAY 

WORDS AROUND THE HOUSE 

TALK, TALK, TALK! 

BOOK SERIES 

MAKE TIME 

 
 

 
 

Just as talk plays a key role in making better readers, so it 
does in making better writers. Encourage them to talk 
through their ideas with you because this will help them to 
clarify what they want to say. Then, ask to see their plan. If 
they haven’t got one, they will often struggle with the 
structure of their paragraphs. 

 
 
 

Encourage your child to practise their writing without being 
too demanding. Perhaps they could write the weekly 
shopping list? Write thank you cards and letters for gifts 
which they have received. Keeping a diary might sound old-
fashioned but it’s still a very empowering thing to do. Buy 
them a Moleskin diary for Christmas or a birthday! 

 
 
 

When you have produced a piece of writing there is nothing 
more pleasurable  than seeing your name in print. Encourage 
them to post their writing on a website called abctales.com. 
Established in 2000 by John Bird (The Big Issue founder) it is 
a wonderful website where anybody can upload their writing 
and receive feedback. It is free, safe to use and a real 
motivator!  

 
 
 

In January 2015 your child will be introduced to The 10 Non-
Negotiables. These are ten very important skills, such as the 
accurate use of full stops and capital letters, which will need 
to be checked by your child before any piece of writing is 
handed in to the teacher for marking. This is not just for 
English! This is for every subject across the curriculum. 
 

ASK YOUR CHILD IF THEY HAVE USED THE 10 NON-
NEGOTIABLES WHEN THEY HAVE FINISHED A PIECE OF 

WORK. THEY WILL KNOW EXACTLY WHAT YOU ARE 
TALKING ABOUT! 

TALK, TALK, TALK ! 

KEEP PRACTISING! 

THE 10 NON-NEGOTIABLES 

WRITE FOR REAL! 

READING WRITING 


