
Sir Robert Pattinson Academy
Via diversa vita una

Year 9 Options Booklet
September 2019



2

This booklet is designed  to help parents and students make 
choices from the subjects and courses available in Key Stage 
4. Decisions made at this point in  me can aff ect the future 
direc  on that students take in life: making the right choices is 
incredibly important.

In this guide, you can fi nd:

• a guide to the process and  mescales;

• advice on choosing courses and combina  ons;

• a guide to the English Baccalaureate and other important 
government ini  a  ves;

• a guide to the qualifi ca  on types on off er and how they 
are graded, including the new-style GCSEs that are being 
introduced; and,

• a descrip  on of each course on off er.

Over the coming weeks, a wide array of events and consulta-
 on mee  ngs will ensure that each student has a curriculum 

which is right for them.

A number of staff  are involved, including:

• the headteacher and senior leadership team;

• key stage leaders;

• the heads of department;

• class teachers;

• our careers adviser; and,

• your child’s form tutor.

If you have any ques  ons, please do not hesitate to contact us 
at the Academy.

Dear Parent/Carer

I am delighted to present the Sir Robert Pa   nson Academy 
Year 9 Op  ons booklet showing course choices available from 
September 2019. 

Year 9 marks the end of Key Stage 3 Na  onal Curriculum 
subjects and your son or daughter now has to take the next 
important step in their educa  on, which will form the basis of 
their career pathway post-16.  It is important that your child 
thinks carefully about their next steps in educa  on and it is 
essen  al that both the Academy and you as parents support 
them in the process of making these decisions.  Making the 
right choices means that, at the end of two years of hard work, 
they will have achieved qualifi ca  ons needed as the basis for 
their future success.

As an Academy, we will provide your child with guidance in 
making their choices in tutor  me, lesson  me and assemblies 
using the support of visi  ng employers.  There are a range of 
subjects on off er; some courses demand performance in exam-
ina  ons whereas others have a more prac  cal or coursework 
focus.  I hope this guide, with details on individual subjects, 
will support you and your child in making the most appropriate 
decision about op  ons.

Over the past few years, the examina  on system has under-
gone signifi cant change na  onally with new grades being 
introduced, the return to linear courses with examina  ons 
taken at the end of two years of study and less emphasis on 
coursework.  Please ensure you read this booklet carefully; all 
the changes are explained.  However, if you have any ques  ons 
at any point, please do not hesitate to contact the Academy.

Finally, I should like to take this opportunity to invite you to at-
tend the Op  ons Evening on Thursday 31 January, when there 
will be specialist staff  from all subject areas available to answer 
ques  ons. Mrs Fields (Ac  ng Head of Year 9), Mrs Todd, who is 
Careers Advice and Guidance Coordinator and members of 

the Senior Leadership Team will also be available to answer 
individual ques  ons on the op  ons process or future careers.

I look forward to seeing you at the Op  ons Evening and con-
 nuing to work with you over the next few years to support 

your child in achieving their poten  al.

Yours faithfully

Mr D Hardy - Headteacher

Introduction

Welcome from the Head
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Application Process and Timeline

November 2018 Careers Fair

29 November 2018 Parent’s Evening

January 2019 Op  ons Booklet Launched

w/c 28 January 2019 Op  ons Week

31 January Op  ons Evening 5.30-8pm

31 January Online Applica  on open on 
FROG

15 February 2019 Online or paper 
applica  on deadline

May 2019 Programmes of study and 
subject choices confi rmed to parents and 

students.
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It is important for students to 
experience the true nature 
of the courses on off er at Key 
Stage 4. During op  ons week, 
they will have one or more les-
sons in each subject which will 
focus on the knowledge and 
skills required of our students in 
upper school.

Some subjects are not studied 
at Key Stage 3 and others have 
a very diff erent fl avour from 
those experienced so far. For 
these, a series of talks are avail-
able on Wednesday morning 
from 9.00 - 11.05. Students choose three from those on off er, 
each talk las  ng approximately 25mins. There is then some 
 me for discussion between students and a refl ec  on on the 

morning. The talks include:

• Computer Science/iMedia
• Business/Business & Enterprise
• Art & Photography
• Engineering/Design & Technology
• Media
• Physical Educa  on/Sports Science
• Child Development
• Travel & Tourism

Y9 Options Assembly
Monday 28 January 2019

Options Evening
Thursday 31 January 2019

5.30pm Headteacher Talk

6-8pm Talks & Events Programme

6.30pm Headteacher Talk repeated

The Headteacher’s talk will contain informa  on about 
na  onal changes to the examina  on system and how 
these will aff ect our students. We highly recommend that 
parents try to a  end one of these.

There will be talks from each course, supported by an in-
forma  on stall and teaching staff . Some of our exis  ng Y10 
and Y11 students will also a  end so you can hear of their 
experiences of KS4.

The senior leadership team are available all evening to 
answer your ques  ons, as well as our careers adviser.

 Options Week: w/c 28 January 2019

Options week is not about making the choosing 
easier; it’s about making sure you are well-

informed before reaching a decision.

During this 
week, students 

will experience a 
KS4-style lesson 
in each of their 
subjects and 

choose from a 
series of talks 
about courses 
new to them.
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Popular Professional CareersThe Link to Careers

Secondary educa  on is, in many ways, an elementary introduc-
 on to the world and represents a basic level of educa  on. 

That is not to say that it is easy or straigh  orward. In general, 
however, no career will be closed to someone with a broad 
and balanced curriculum at Key Stage 4.

It is only at Level 3 that career sectors start to be restricted as 
students specialise down to three or fewer subjects/voca  ons. 
However, some post-16 courses require you to have studied a 
subject at Level 2 (GCSE level). For example, to study French at 
A-Level, you must have studied French at GCSE.

Some guidance has been provided on these requirements on 
the subject pages, however, you must inves  gate these your-
self if there are par  cular careers or sectors in which you wish 
to later specialise. This guide cannot provide a defi ni  ve guide 
to the requirements of every career and you should ensure 
you have researched your preferred choices thoroughly.

Further Careers Information
www.na  onalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
(includes informa  on about appren  ceships)

The Academy’s careers service also provide drop-in sessions at 
lunch  me to support students with their op  ons.

Most careers require good grades (4/5 or above) in English, 
mathema  cs and science at GCSE level. There are a vast num-
ber of jobs and posi  ons in the modern world; this is exci  ng 
and some even say that up to 50% of our students will  one 
day be doing a job that has not even been invented yet.

Most career sectors off er two or more  ers of posi  ons:

• voca  onal training on-the-job, some  mes highly skilled;

• a professional  er, o  en containing indicators such as 
chartered, registered, commissioned etc.

Professional posi  ons are usually higher paid and a  ract bet-
ter working condi  ons of service. The GCSE courses needed for 
a few of the popular professions are shown on this page.

Please talk to us about careers.  Further informa  on can be 
found on websites or addi  onal guidance provided by our 
careers adviser.

Architect (Chartered)
5 GCSEs at grades 4 above 
to include English, math-
ema  cs and science.
3 A-Levels  or equivalent in 
useful subjects e.g. math-
ema  cs, physics and art.
Degree in architecture 
from a university and post 
graduate study.

Teacher (Secondary)
5 GCSEs at grades 9 - 4 to 
include English and math-
ema  cs.
3 A-Levels to include sub-
ject being taught
Degree in chosen subject 
from a university and 
teaching qualifi ca  on.

Engineer (Chartered)
5 GCSEs at grades 4 above 
to include English, math-
ema  cs and science.
3 A-Levels or equiv to 
include mathema  cs & 
physics
Degree in engineering 
from a university.

Nursing
5 GCSEs at grades 4 above 
to include English, math-
ema  css and science.
3 A-Levels or equiv. includ-
ing biology.
Degree in nursing from a 
university.
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English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
This is not a qualifi ca  on in its own right. However, a student 
has achieved the EBacc if they have gained grade 5 or above in:

• GCSE English;
• GCSE Mathema  cs;
• GCSE Science and GCSE Addi  onal Science or two of the 

separate sciences;
• GCSE Geography or GCSE History; and,
• a GCSE in a modern foreign language.

Whilst this is not presently a separate qualifi ca  on, many 
students are now following such a curriculum although clearly 
this is not right for everyone.

The EBacc suite of subjects at GCSE level has become increas-

ingly important and is looked upon favourably by universi  es 
and employers; we recommend any student who is thinking of 
higher educa  on in the future to ensure their op  ons include 
such a combina  on.

Rising Participation Age
All students now have to remain in some form of educa  on or 
training un  l at least their 18th birthday.

This does not have to be a school sixth form; it can be:

• full-  me study at a college or other training provider;

• an appren  ceship or work-based training; or,

• part-  me study whilst in employment.

Ensuring that our pupils are well-qualifi ed at the end of Key 
Stage 4 remains our fi rst priority, but future des  na  ons post 
16 should also be considered.

Qualification Levels
In the UK, qualifi ca  ons are off ered at diff erent depths and 
diffi  cul  es of knowledge. A GCSE, passed at a grade between 
1 and 4, is said to be a Level 1 qualifi ca  on. Similarly a GCSE, 
passed at a grade of 5 or above, is said to be a Level 2 qualifi -
ca  on. There are other Level 2 qualifi ca  ons, including BTECs, 
CTECs, Awards and Cer  fi cates.

A-Level courses are known as Level 3 qualifi ca  ons. Universi-
 es and higher educa  on providers off er degree level courses 

and cer  fi cates that may range from Level 4 to 8.

GCSE Courses
GCSE stands for the General Cer  fi cate of Secondary Educa  on 
and is studied in a tradi  onal manner. These have undergone 
huge reforms; students currently choosing their op  ons will 
study the new-style GCSEs.

To be awarded a GCSE in some subjects, you may have to pro-
duce a number of pieces of work called controlled assessments 
and/or take a number of examina  on papers at the end of the 
course.

All examina  ons will be taken at the end of the two-year 
period, following recent reforms to the examina  on system. 
There are currently no opportuni  es to resit modules or units.

The new-style GCSE courses, which were introduced from 
September 2016, are graded from 1 to 9 with 9 being the high-
est. The content of them is more demanding than the exis  ng 
GCSE qualifi ca  ons that they have replaced.

The new grading system is being adver  sed as equa  ng in the 
following way:

All GCSE courses now contain marks for spelling, punctua  on 
and grammar.

Important National Initiatives & Qualification Types

We recommend the EBacc combina  on 
of courses to any student as a broad and 

balanced curriculum but par  cularly if you 
are thinking of higher educa  on in the 

future.
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Other Certificates and 
Awards
Voca  onal cer  fi cates, technical awards and awards are of-
fered by a number of awarding bodies, including City & Guilds 
and other professional organisa  ons. They share many of their 
features with BTECs. They are available at Level 2 (equivalent 
to GCSE) and higher, o  en being known at higher levels as 
diplomas.

We off er a number of cer  fi cates, technical awards and 
awards; they are o  en focused on par  cular career sectors and 
specifi c job roles.

CACHE Qualifications
We off er a CACHE qualifi ca  on in Child Development and Care. 
CACHE stands for the Council for Awards in Care, Health and 
Educa  on. These are high quality voca  onal qualifi ca  ons, 
with the syllabus based on workforce development strategy for 
the sector, or jointly developed with employers. The assess-
ments are developed, to determine if the learners have gained 
suffi  cient knowledge and skills from the course to be awarded 
the qualifi ca  on.

NCFE Qualifications
We off er a NCFE qualifi ca  on in Business and Enterprise. NCFE 
stands for the Northern Council for Further Educa  on. This is 
a high quality voca  onal qualifi ca  on, with the syllabus based 
on workforce development strategy for the sector, or jointly 
developed with employers. The assessments are developed, to 
determine if the learners have gained suffi  cient knowledge and 
skills from the course to be awarded the qualifi ca  on.

Vocational Courses
All voca  onal qualifi ca  ons are assessed by por  olio and as-
signment over the course of study as well as an examina  on. 

The GCSE, being a general cer  fi cate, is more broadly based, 
while a voca  onal course is usually focused on a par  cular 
area of employment and is intended to start preparing pu-
pils for work in a par  cular sector. Assignments are set and 
marked by the staff  of the Academy, but externally moder-
ated.

Voca  onal courses are generally graded using a four-point 
scale of pass (P), merit (M), dis  nc  on (D) and starred dis-
 nc  on (D*).
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Young people can change their minds a great deal between 
the ages of 14 and 19 about what direc  on they wish to take 
in life. Our curriculum ensures future career op  ons are kept 
open for as long as possible; we operate a core curriculum for 
all students to help to achieve this, whilst allowing as much 
freedom as possible to allow the pursuit of personal interests.  
Please remember a good range of subjects is preferable.

Core Examined Curriculum
The mandatory core curriculum leads to externally assessed 
qualifi ca  ons in English, mathema  cs and science. All students 
will study this.

Core Non-Examined Curriculum
These courses do not lead to an externally assessed and recog-
nised qualifi ca  on, but form a central part of a well-rounded 
educa  on. They are also required by law and will be found in 
all UK school curricula.

Optional Examined Courses
We have kept the core quite small so as to allow a signifi cant 
amount of fl exibility for students in the curriculum  me that 
remains; we want our pupils to have as much choice as pos-
sible as they move into upper school.

Our Curriculum Offer

Option A

GCSE French, GCSE Spanish* (*if studied in Y9) GCSE Geography, GCSE History

Choose 1 from Option A

Then 3 + 1 reserve in order of preference from the Main List

GCSE History

GCSE Media Studies

GCSE Music

GCSE Photography

GCSE Physical Educa  on***

Level 2 Cambridge Na  onal Cer  fi cate 
in Sports Science***

GCSE Religious Studies

GCSE Separate Sciences (Biology, 

Chemistry & Physics)

GCSE Spanish (if studied in Y9)

BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Travel & 
Tourism

*(only 1 of these 2 subjects permi  ed)
**(only 1 of these 2 subjects permi  ed)

***(only 1 of these 2 subjects permi  ed)

Main List

GCSE Fine Art

GCSE Business*

NCFE Level 2 Technical Award in Business 
and Enterprise*

Level 2 CACHE Award in Child Develop-
ment and Care

GCSE Computer Science**

Level 2 Cambridge Na  onal Cer  fi cate in 
iMedia**

GCSE Design & Technology 

GCSE Drama

Level 2 Award in Engineering

GCSE Food Prepara  on and Nutri  on

GCSE French

GCSE Geography
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Choice Flowchart

Iden  fy the subjects that you like the sound of or 
par  cularly enjoy.

Iden  fy your best subjects, asking your teachers how 
well you are likely to do in a GCSE examina  on if you are 

unsure.

Research any subjects you have not studied before by 
reading the pages in this guide carefully and talking to 

the subject staff .

Do you have a par  cular career in mind?

Think about the advice and guidance you have been 
given, consider the subjects you have iden  fi ed and 

choose your op  ons.

Seek out and listen to the advice of your tutor, director 
of learning, careers advisor, other teachers, parents, the 

senior leadership team, employers and any other internet 
research.

Look at university 
courses, sixth form 

prospectuses and online 
careers websites to fi nd 

out what subjects, if 
any, are needed for this 

career.

Yes

Keep your op  ons broad 
and balanced. Consider 

booking a careers 
interview. Research 

possible careers online 
and use the guidance 
within this booklet.

No

NB: If the op  ons as provided do not permit you to take the 
courses you require, please talk to us as soon as possible. 

Core Examined Curriculum

GCSE English Language

GCSE English Literature

GCSE Mathema  cs

GCSE Combined Science Triology†

† Separate sciences are also available through the op  ons system, but 
should come with a teacher recommenda  on.

Core Non-Examined Curriculum

Physical Educa  on

Personal, social, health & careers edu-
ca  on

Core Non-Examined Curriculum

All students follow a common curriculum of mandatory 
subjects. These are not examined, but form an integral 
part of a broad and balanced curriculum that aims to 
develop the whole student, including an understanding of 
and apprecia  on for values and beliefs within our coun-
try’s society.

The programme supports the aims of the school and in 
par  cular the crea  on of a social ethos which encourages 
students to feel secure, and to be tolerant and respec  ul 
towards each other, and to give students the maximum 
opportunity to develop all their abili  es.

The teaching of discrete PSHE and Ci  zenship is delivered 
to students across the school in tutor groups once every 
two weeks. Through this programme we aim to equip 
students with the skills, knowledge and understanding 
necessary to develop an understanding of and respect for 
themselves, to develop a healthy lifestyle, learning how 
to recognise and manage risks and how to make safe and 
healthy choices, to develop eff ec  ve and fulfi lling rela  on-
ships and to respect the needs and rights of others, and to 
develop an understanding of our society and local commu-
nity and learn how to play an ac  ve part in community life.



Course Descriptions
Further information on the 
courses that are available.
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GCSE English Language (part of the core curriculum)

The English Language GCSE off ers the opportunity to develop your skills in reading, wri  ng and speaking and listening in a 
variety of ways and through the study of a wide variety of texts. The course is varied and interes  ng, and will enable you to 
develop the cri  cal reading skills you need for other subjects across the curriculum as well as for life in general.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:
• Skimming and scanning texts
• Inferring meaning
• Wri  ng for a par  cular purpose – e.g. to persuade, to 
• describe, to entertain
• Confi dent speaking skills
• Eff ec  ve listening

Assessment Details:
Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 mins/80 marks/50%
Reading fi c  on (40 marks)
Wri  ng to describe or narrate (40 marks)
Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 mins/80 marks/50%
Comparing non-fi c  on texts (40 marks)
Wri  ng to argue and persuade (40 marks)
Oral Endorsement
A recorded speech on a topic of your choice, awarded Pass, 
Merit or Dis  nc  on

Course Content:

During the two year course you will read a variety of extracts from works of fi c  on, both old and modern, focusing on the deci-
sions writers make when cra  ing narra  ves and using these same skills to produce crea  ve wri  ng of your own. In addi  on, 
you will study non-fi c  on wri  ng from diff erent  me periods and the diff erent methods writers use to put forward their ideas 
and perspec  ves on issues which are important in our everyday lives. Through speaking and listening, you will have the chance 
to discuss issues which are important to you, and to prac  se important communica  on skills which you will use throughout 
your life once you enter employment.

Examina  ons:
• Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 mins / 80 marks
• Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 mins / 80 marks

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
Students will learn in a wide variety of ways including:
• Through whole class, group and paired discussion of extracts
• Through a  emp  ng to emulate the style and technique used by a wide variety of writers when cra  ing their own crea  ve 

texts
• Independently – through directed homework tasks to consolidate and extend learning in class
• Through repe   on and regular exam prac  ce ques  ons, to ensure students are aware of the key components required for 

each ques  on on the separate exam papers

Course Details

Course Type:       GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     AQA 8700

Contact:              Mrs Selwood
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The English Literature GCSE off ers the opportunity to develop your skills in reading and to study a wide range of literary texts 
from diff erent periods. There is something for everyone to enjoy, from older authors such as Shakespeare and Conan Doyle, to 
modern texts such as Blood Brothers and An Inspector Calls.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:
• Skimming and scanning texts
• Inferring meaning
• Discussion skills
• Essay wri  ng

Assessment Details:
Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 mins/64 marks
Shakespeare (34 marks) - 19th century Prose (30 marks)
Paper 2 – 2 hours 15 mins/96 marks
Modern Text (34 marks)
Anthology Poetry (30 marks)
Unseen Poetry (32 marks)

Course Content:

During the two year course you will study a Shakespeare text (Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet), a 19th century novel (Jekyll and 
Hyde or The Sign of Four), a modern text (An Inspector Calls, Blood Brothers or DNA), and an anthology of poetry and unseen 
poetry.

Examina  ons:
• Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 mins / 64 marks
• Paper 2 – 2 hours 15 mins / 96 marks

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Independently, including comple  ng reading and research
• Collabora  vely, in pairs and groups
• Through discussion – as a whole class and in smaller groups
• At home – by accessing addi  onal resources available online and resources directed by subject teachers to consoli-
date and extend learning in class.

Course Details

Course Type:       GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     AQA 8702

Contact:              Mrs Selwood     

GCSE English Literature (part of the core curriculum)
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GCSE Mathematics (part of the core curriculum)

Mathema  cs is for everyone, and as a core subject students will study the subject at founda  on or higher level. Mathema  cs 
is diverse, engaging and essen  al in equipping students with the right skills to reach their future des  na  on, whatever that 
may be.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

The successful student will require resilience and determina-
 on in order to solve complex problems. Students will develop 

logic, planning skills and the ability to interpret ques  ons and 
evaluate their approach.

Assessment Details:

AO1: Use and apply standard techniques

AO2: Reason, interpret and communicate mathema  cally

AO3: Solve problems within mathema  cs and in other con-
texts

Course Content:
The subject content of this specifi ca  on matches that set out in the Department for Educa  on’s Mathema  cs GCSE subject 
content and assessment objec  ves document. The content has been organised into broad topic areas:
• Number
• Alegbra
• Ra  o
• Geometry
• Probability & Sta  s  cs (Combined)

Examina  ons:
This is a linear qualifi ca  on. Three examina  ons in the June session of Year 11. All assessments must be taken in the same 
series. All GCSE exams in mathema  cs must include ques  ons that allow students to draw on elements from within and across 
diff erent topic areas, and ques  ons that allow students to provide extended responses.
• Assessment is at either founda  on or higher  er.
• All students will sit 3 examina  ons of 90 minutes.
• Each paper has a total of 80 marks. Students are awarded a grade based upon their total score out 240 marks.
• Students si   ng the higher  er paper can be awarded grades 3-9.
• Students si   ng the founda  on  er paper can be awarded grades 1-5.
• Grade 4 is a pass grade.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Students are taught the GCSE syllabus over three years star  ng in Year 9. Each term has a broad focus in line with the key 

course content areas of number, algebra, geometry, sta  s  cs, probability and ra  o. 
• Progress is assessed on a termly basis and all students will sit a formal end of year exam.
• Students are set according to their pathway and performance in class-work and assessment.

Course Details

Course Type:       GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     AQA 8300

Contact:              Mr Ireland
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GCSE Combined Science Trilogy (core curriculum)

All students are required to study science. Studying this subject broadens your understanding of the world around you and 
how it works.  Science will help you to understand how your mobile phone works, why your eyes are a par  cular colour, and 
why a fi rework display looks so spectacular. In that regard, it is truly fascina  ng.

GCSE Combined Science is equivalent to two GCSE grades. Successful comple  on of this course provides the ideal stepping 
stone to con  nue studying science at the SRPA Sixth Form, with A Level Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Applied Science 
courses all available.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

All students are automa  cally entered into studying GCSE 
Combined Science. Studying science enables you to develop 
key skills that will help prepare you for whichever career you 
pursue in the future, such as problem solving skills, communi-
ca  on skills and the ability to analyse data.

Assessment Details:
The course is 100% examina  on based. You will sit 6 examina-
 ons at the end of the course, giving you two GCSE grades.

Your teachers will assess you regularly through home learn-
ing assessments and end of topic assessments to ensure that 
you are making good progress and to support you in achieving 
your poten  al in the subject.

Course Content:

Examina  ons:

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

There’s no be  er way to learn about science than through purposeful prac  cal ac  vi  es. Students have regular opportuni-
 es to carry out prac  cal work, developing planning and observa  on skills, as well as an ability to work safely with laboratory 

equipment in order to gather accurate data and iden  fy pa  erns in results.

Course Details

Course Type:       GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     AQA 8464

Contact:              Mr Parkinson     

Biology
1. Cell Biology
2. Organisa  on
3. Infec  on and response
4. Bioenerge  cs
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, varia  on and evolu  on
7. Ecology

Chemistry
8. Atomic structure and the periodic table
9. Bonding, structure and the proper  es 
of ma  er
10. Quanta  ve chemistry
11. Chemical changes
12. Energy changes
13. The rate and extent of chemical 
change
14. Organic chemistry
15. Chemical analysis
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere
17. Using resources

Physics
18. Energy
19. Electricity
20. Par  cle model of ma  er
21. Atomic structure
22. Forces
23. Waves
24. Magne  sm and electromagne  sm

Biology
Paper 1 - Topics 1-4
1hr 15 mins 16.7% of GCSE

Paper 2 - Topics 5-7
1hr 15 mins - 16.7% of GCSE

Chemistry
Paper 1 - Topics 8-12
1hr 15 mins 16.7% of GCSE

Paper 2 - Topics 13-17
1hr 15 mins - 16.7% of GCSE

Physics
Paper 1 - Topics 18-21
1hr 15 mins 16.7% of GCSE

Paper 2 - Topics 22-24
1hr 15 mins - 16.7% of GCSE
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Separate Sciences (GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics)

Why study GCSE Separate Science:

Do you have a passion for science? Do you already know that you want to con  nue studying science beyond GCSE? Do you see your-
self choosing a career in a science or engineering based fi eld, such as medicine or veterinary science? If so, Separate Sciences (GCSE 
Biology, Chemistry & Physics) is the course for you! 

Choosing this op  on will allow you to gain three science GCSE grades; one in each specialism. Though this op  on is NOT essen  al for 
studying science at A Level and beyond, it will help to increase your enthusiasm for the subject and will be  er prepare you for the 
demands of the science courses post-16.  If you choose to study the separate sciences you will cover all of the same exci  ng topics 
from the GCSE Combined Science course but in greater detail.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

You will need to have made excellent progress in science at 
Key Stage 3, demonstrated an enthusiasm and passion for 
science, and also to have a teacher recommenda  on to study 
this qualifi ca  on.

Assessment Details:
The course is 100% examina  on based. You will sit 6 exami-
na  ons at the end of the course, giving you three individual 
grades in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
Your teachers will assess you regularly through home learn-
ing assessments and end of topic assessments to ensure that 
you are making good progress and to support you in achieving 
your poten  al in the subject.

Course Content:

Examina  ons:

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

There’s no be  er way to learn about science than through purposeful prac  cal ac  vi  es. Throughout GCSE Separate Sciences 
(GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics), students have regular opportuni  es to carry out prac  cal work, developing planning and 
observa  on skills, as well as an ability to work safely with laboratory equipment in order to gather accurate data and iden  fy 
pa  erns in results.

Course Details

Course Type:       GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     AQA 8461/8462/8463

Contact:              Mr Parkinson

Biology
Paper 1 - Topics 1-4
1hr 45 mins 50% of GCSE

Paper 2 - Topics 5-7
1hr 45 mins - 50% of GCSE

Chemistry
Paper 1 - Topics 1-5
1hr 45 mins 50% of GCSE

Paper 2 - Topics 6-10
1hr 45 mins - 50% of GCSE

Physics
Paper 1 - Topics 1-4
1hr 45 mins 50% of GCSE

Paper 2 - Topics 5-8
1hr 45 mins - 50% of GCSE

Biology
1. Cell Biology
2. Organisa  on
3. Infec  on and response
4. Bioenerge  cs
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, varia  on and evolu  on
7. Ecology

Chemistry
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table
2. Bonding, structure and the proper  es 
of ma  er
3. Quanta  ve chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10. Using resources

Physics
1. Energy
2. Electricity
3. Par  cle model of ma  er
4. Atomic structure
5. Forces
6. Waves
7. Magne  sm and electromagne  sm
8. Space physics
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GCSE French

Why study GCSE French:

There are approximately 274 million French speakers throughout the world. To put that in context the popula  on of Britain 
at the moment is roughly 64 million! French is one of the six offi  cial languages of the United Na  ons, the EU, UNESCO, NATO, 
IOC, Interna  onal Red Cross and interna  onal courts. The UK economy loses £48 billion each year because of a lack of lan-
guage speakers and French was the most widely sought a  er foreign language by UK businesses. If you really need any further 
reasons to choose a GCSE in French, bear in mind the fact that people with language qualifi ca  ons o  en earn between 8% and 
20% more than people who don’t have them!

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

To be successful at GCSE languages you need to be self-
mo  vated and self-disciplined. You need to have excellent 
a  en  on to detail and to be willing to work hard. You must 
be conscien  ous, independent, well organised and have very 
good  me management.

Assessment Details:
• Speaking 
• Wri  ng 
• Reading 
• Listening 

Course Content:

You will learn to understand and discuss topics such as iden  ty and culture, environment and global issues, travel and holidays, 
work and future aspira  ons.

Examina  ons:
• Speaking - 25%
• Wri  ng - 25%
• Reading - 25%
• Listening  - 25%
All examined at the end of the 2 year course.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

We use the Edexcel Studio textbook online and all students are given an account to enable them to access this independently. 
We also use Quizlet for vocab and grammar learning, plus Duolingo for skills prac  ce. One lesson per fortnight is in an ICT 
room to enable students to progress at their own pace.

Course Details

Course Type:      GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     Edexcel 1FR0

Contact:              Mrs Hughes    
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GCSE  Spanish

Why study GCSE Spanish:

Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in the world a  er Mandarin Chinese and it is the fi rst language of more 
countries than any other! Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in the USA and employers there are desperate 
for Spanish speakers who will enable them to unlock a market which represents $1.5 trillion! The UK economy loses £48 billion 
each year because of a lack of language speakers and Spanish was the third most widely sought a  er foreign language by UK 
businesses. If you really need any further reasons to choose a GCSE in Spanish, bear in mind the fact that people with language 
qualifi ca  ons o  en earn between 8% and 20% more than people who don’t have them!

You must have learned Spanish in Year 9 to be able to con  nue with this in Year 10.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

To be successful at GCSE Spanish you need to be self-mo  vat-
ed and self-disciplined. You need to have excellent a  en  on 
to detail and to be willing to work hard. You must be conscien-
 ous, independent, well organised and have very good  me 

management. 

Assessment Details:
• Speaking
• Wri  ng
• Reading
• Listening

Course Content:

You will learn to understand and discuss topics such as iden  ty and culture, environment and global issues, travel and holidays, 
work and future aspira  ons.

Examina  ons:
• Speaking - 25%
• Wri  ng - 25%
• Reading - 25%
• Listening - 25%
All examined at the end of the 2 year course.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

We use the Edexcel Viva textbook online and all students are given an account to enable them to access this independently. 
We also use Quizlet for vocab and grammar learning, plus Duolingo for skills prac  ce. One lesson per fortnight is in an ICT 
room to enable students to progress at their own pace.

Course Details

Course Type:       GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     Edexcel 1SP0

Contact:              Mrs Hughes

  



18

Course Details

Course Type:         GCSE

Specifi ca  on: AQA 8035

Contact:                Mrs Mather        

 

GCSE Geography

Why study GCSE Geography:

There are many reasons you might decide to study geography at GCSE e.g. you might enjoy learning about people and the en-
vironments in which they live, maybe you are interested in the economies of diff erent countries around the globe, or perhaps 
you want to learn more about the environment. 

Whatever the reasons you might choose from the list above you will also be keen to learn and develop a wide range of skills 
such as fi eldwork, teamwork, problem solving, literacy and numeracy.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:
• Hard worker
• Well organised
• Good recall of knowledge
• Willingness to learn
• Good Literacy
• Good Numeracy

Assessment Details:
Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes (35% of GCSE)
Living with the physical environment.  
Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes (35% of GCSE)
Challenges in the human environment
Paper 3: 1 hour 15 minutes (30% of GCSE)
Geographical Applica  ons

Course Content:
The Challenge of Natural Hazards - volcanoes, earthquakes, tropical storms, extreme weather and climate change
• The Living World including ecosystems such as tropical rainforests and cold environments
• Physical Landscapes in the UK including coastal studies and glaciated areas
• Urban Issues and Challenges - studies of London and Lagos and the problems associated with the growth of ci  es
• The Changing Economic World including studies of development, popula  on change, Aid and trade
• The Challenge of Resource Management - the availability and management of energy, water and food resources
• Issue Evalua  on – an in depth study of a par  cular topic via a pre released booklet
• Fieldwork involving two fi eld study visits to undertake a Human and Physical Geography inves  ga  on
• Geographical Skills - prac  sing those skills required in Geography. They may link to literacy, numeracy and fi eldwork. 

Examina  ons:
• Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes (35% of GCSE) - Living with the physical environment. Wri  en paper 
• Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes (35% of GCSE) - Challenges in the human environment
• Paper 3: 1 hour 15 minutes (30% of GCSE) - Geographical Applica  ons

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Independent research e.g. using books and/ or the internet
• Class discussion. Group work in class and when undertaking fi eldwork
• Learning from fi lms/documentaries/videos
• Model building to illustrate certain theories
• ICT based tasks e.g. quizzes
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Course Details

Course Type:      GCSE

Specifi ca  on:     Edexcel 1HI0

Contact:              Mr Watson

 

GCSE History

Why study GCSE History:

Studying history will enable students to develop their understanding of the world around them. They will gain an understand-
ing of both na  onal, but also interna  onal history. The course has both depth and breadth studies, so students will be able to 
compare diff erent  me periods and see how historical issues develop over  me. 

History is an academic subject and is a well-considered qualifi ca  on in the workplace, as it requires the ability to inves  gate, 
analyse informa  on and communicate answers in a range of ways. As such, history careers include the areas of law and polic-
ing, journalism and archivist.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

You will need to have a love of the subject and the desire to 
succeed. Taking history involves a great deal of wri  en com-
munica  on in the form of short answers and longer essay 
style ques  ons, so any one considering taking the subject 
needs to be prepared to develop their wri  ng techniques.

Assessment Details:

The course is assessed at the end of two years with three 
exams. 

Course Content:

• Crime and punishment through  me 1000AD to the present day

• The American West 1835-1895

• Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 1060-1088

• Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939

Examina  ons:
• Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment is 1hr 15mins
• Paper 2 – American West & Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 1hr 45mins
• Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany 1hr 20mins

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
You will be taught using a range of teaching and learning techniques including:
• How to analyse source for usefulness
• How to create balanced arguments and clear judgements
• How to explain the reason for the causes of an event
• How to describe the key features of a period
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Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE

Specifi ca  on:    OCR J171

Contact:             Mr Griffi  ths 

GCSE Fine Art

Why study GCSE Art:

A GCSE in Art and Design can lead to a number of art and photography courses post-16, including those off ered within the joint 
sixth form. An educa  on in art and design can lead to a wide range of careers in arts management, conserva  on and restora-
 on, stage design, art therapy, video, fi lm and TV produc  on, art educa  on, packaging design, graphic design, computer games 

design or illustra  on, adver  sing, game design, web design, anima  on, fashion design, tex  les design, interior design, theatre 
design.

A GCSE in Art and Design can lead to a number of art and photography courses post-16, including those off ered within the 
joint sixth form.

It is also incredibly enjoyable as a past-  me and lifelong interest.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

To successfully undertake the course students need good KS3 
results and a commitment to producing independent work, 
along with a passion for the subject.

Assessment Details:

The course is divided into two units of work: 

• 60% por  olio 

• 40% examina  on.

Course Content:

Studying art and design provides the opportunity to develop both prac  cal skills and theore  cal knowledge. It is a subject 
which concentrates on the visual image.

Examina  ons:

The por  olio consists of class-based projects that contribute 60% of the fi nal mark.

The fi nal unit is the examined unit which is worth 40% of the fi nal mark. The por  olio unit is completed a  er Christmas in Year 
11 and the examina  on unit then begins. Students have up to ten weeks to develop their projects before comple  ng a fi nal 
piece in examina  on condi  ons over a 10 hour period.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

GCSE Art and Design allows students to build upon their good knowledge, understanding and art skills developed at KS3. Stu-
dents have the chance to develop new skills and explore working in a range of materials.
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Course Details

Course Type:    GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:   AQA 8132

Contact:            Mr Woods

GCSE Business

Why study GCSE Business:

GCSE provides an excellent founda  on for students who have an interest in Business.  GCSE Business provides students with a 
prac  cal insight into how businesses operate and is a really valuable subject whether students are keen to pursue their stud-
ies at a higher level or whether they are looking to enter the workplace through comple  ng appren  ceship or relevant work 
experience.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

No formal qualifi ca  ons are needed to study GCSE Business 
Studies although it is important students possess good basic 
numeracy and communica  on skills.

Assessment Details:

Students are assessed through two formal exams.

• Unit One:  Infl uences on Opera  ons and Human Resource 
Management on Business Ac  vity (50%)

• Unit Two:  Infl uences of Marke  ng and Finance on Busi-
ness Ac  vity (50%)

Course Content:

Students will study key topics in both Year 10 and Year 11:
• Business in the Real World: The purpose and nature of business, business aims and objec  ves and types of business ownership.
• infl uences on Business: Technology, ethical and environmental considera  ons, the economy and legisla  on.
• Business Opera  ons: The produc  on process, the concept of quality and the provision of good customer service.
• Human Resources: Organisa  on structures, recruitment and selec  on of employees, mo  va  on of employees and staff  training.
• Marke  ng: Market segmenta  on, the purpose and methods of market research and elements of the marke  ng mix.
• Finance: Sources of fi nance available to business, cash-fl ow, fi nancial terms and calcula  ons and analysing the fi nancial perfor-
mance of a business.

Examina  ons:

Students will complete two examina  ons at the end of Year 11:

• Paper 1:  Infl uences of Opera  ons and Human Resource Management on Business Ac  vity - 50%

• Paper 2:  Infl uences of Marke  ng and Finance on Business Ac  vity - 50%

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Students will learn in a number of diff erent ways.  Prac  cal learning will involve students visi  ng local businesses to see how 
businesses operate and to enable them to relate theore  cal concepts covered in class to ‘real life’ situa  ons.  Students will be 
expected to carry out their own market research to help them produce homework tasks and will have guest speakers come 
into school to discuss specifi c areas including marke  ng and human resource management. Students will also be expected to 
deliver group presenta  ons based on work covered in class and research undertaken by students outside of the class.
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Course Details

Course Type:     NCFE Level 2

Specifi ca  on:    NCFE

Contact:             Mr Woods   

  

NCFE Level 2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise

Why study NFCE Business and Enterprise:

The Level 2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise provides an excellent grounding in the basics and business and enter-
prise.  The qualifi ca  on provides both an academic and voca  onal element to study and will assess students through both 
internally and externally assessed coursework ac  vi  es.

As part of the course students will be required to carry out market research, interview local business and produce a business 
project that they will present to the class.

Students will visit local businesses to help them carry out market research and will listen to presenta  ons from guest speakers.

The Level 2 Technical Award is an ideal introduc  on to business and enterprise and off ers a good star  ng point for students to 
con  nue with their studies in business to a higher level.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

There are no specifi c recommended prior learning require-
ments for this qualifi ca  on. But it is recommended that 
students enter with a basic standard of numeracy and literacy 
skills.

Assessment Details:

Students will be assessed in four modules.  The form of as-
sessment includes both internally assessed coursework and 
one unit is an externally assessed prac  cal ac  vity that is com-
pleted in exam condi  ons.

Course Content:

Students will be assessed through comple  ng for key mandatory units including:

• Unit One:  Introduc  on to Business & Enterprise: internally assessed por  olio of evidence

• Unit Two:  Marke  ng in Business & Enterprise: externally assessed assignment

• Unit Three:  Finance for Business & Enterprise: internally assessed por  olio of evidence

• Unit Four: Plan, develop and par  cipate in a business or enterprise project: internally assessed por  olio of evidence.

Examina  ons:

Unit 2:  Marke  ng for Business Enterprise is an externally assessed assignment that will require students to complete a piece 
of marke  ng based coursework which is then externally assessed.  Students will be given a total of fi ve hours computer access 
to complete this externally assessed unit.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Teaching delivery is varied and will involve both tradi  onal delivery of informa  on, use of guest speakers and educa  onal visits 
to enable students to access informa  on from real business organisa  ons.

Students will learn through peer group assessment, independent research, group ac  vi  es and tradi  onal teaching.
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Course Details

Course type:     Level 2 Award

Specifi ca  on:    CACHE VRQ

Contact:             Mrs Swannack

Level 2 CACHE Award in Child Development and Care     

Why study CACHE Award in Child Development and Care:

Child Development and Care is a voca  onal subject which allows learners to develop knowledge and understanding by apply-
ing their learning and skills in a work-related context. It is ideal for any student who wishes to understand the development of 
children and wishes to pursue a career working in childcare or other forms of working with children.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

Students will need to be good independent learners and work 
to deadlines.

Assessment Details:

The course is 40% examined listening and appraising examina-
 on and 60% performance and por  olio.

Course Content:

Working with Children aged 0 – 5:

This unit focuses on se   ngs that exist for young children and how they support child development.

Development and well-being of young children:

Focusing on the holis  c development of young children including establishing daily care rou  nes.

Examina  ons:

• 5% Examined component – This must be passed to complete the course.

• 95% Controlled assessment.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Guided research
• Inquiry based learning
• Personalised and diff eren  ated instruc  on
• Demonstra  on
• Flip Learning



24

GCSE Computer Science

Course Details

Course Type:    GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:   AQA 8520 

Contact:            Mr Bartle

Why study GCSE Computer Science:

Computer science is the study of modern compu  ng devices and how they work. If you enjoy programming, solving problems 
and understanding how computers work then this could be the course for you. 

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

There are no formal entry requirements for this qualifi ca  on, 
however, we would expect you to be strong at mathema  cs, 
programming and solving problems.

There is an expecta  on that you will complete weekly home-
work challenges outside of the classroom. 

Assessment Details:

100% external examina  ons: 

• Paper 1 (50%) 

• Paper 2 (50%)

Course Content:

Examina  ons:

Students will have two examina  ons (paper 1 and paper 2) in June 2021. They will only have one a  empt at these examina-
 ons. In prepara  on, students will be given a revision guide, past papers and other resources to help them succeed in the 

examina  on.  

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Students are expected to print and keep notes organised in an exercise book to allow for successful revision and assessment 
points. Students will also be expected to download so  ware at home to enable them to prac  ce programming techniques/
challenges.

The course consists of two examina  ons:
Paper 1
• Fundamentals of algorithms
• Programming
• Fundamentals of data representa  on 
• Computer Systems

Paper 2
• Fundamentals of data representa  on 
• Computer Systems
• Fundamentals of computer networks
• Fundamentals of computer security
• Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital            
                Technology
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Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia  

Course Details

Course Type:     Level 2 Na  onal Cer  fi cate

Specifi ca  on:    OCR J817

Contact:             Mr Bartle

Why study Cambridge Na  onal Cer  fi cate in Crea  ve iMedia:

The Level 2 Cambridge Na  onal in Crea  ve iMedia will equip students with a range of IT and digital media skills to enable them 
to progress onto sixth form or college Level 3 courses in either IT or Digital Media. This is a voca  onal course which involves 
crea  ng digital applica  ons such as computer games, digital anima  ons and digital graphics. Students will also develop trans-
ferrable skills such as research, planning, designing and evalua  ng.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

There are no formal entry requirements for this qualifi ca  on. 
We expect all students to demonstrate a real passion for IT, 
digital media, computers and technology in general. 

Assessment Details:

• 25% external examina  on 

• 75% coursework.

Course Content:
The course consists of four units of study. Each unit is worth 25% of the overall grade:
• Unit R081: Pre-Produc  on Skills – Examina  on
• Unit R082: Crea  ng Digital Graphics – Coursework
• Unit R086: Crea  ng Digital Anima  on – Coursework 
• Unit R092: Crea  ng Digital Games – Coursework

Examina  ons:

The examina  on will be sat in Year 10 (June 2020) and the second a  empt in Year 11 (June 2021). The best score from these 
two a  empts will count towards your overall grade. In prepara  on for this exam, students will be given a revision guide, past 
papers and other resources to help them succeed in the examina  on. 

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Unit R081 students are expected to print and keep notes organised in an exercise book to allow for successful revision and as-
sessment points. For the coursework units students will be expected to create a por  olio of evidence, which will be marked by 
their teacher and submi  ed to the OCR exam board.
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GCSE Design & Technology

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    AQA 8552

Contact:             Mr Parkinson

Why study GCSE Design & Technology:

This GCSE aims to prepare you to develop an awareness of the importance of Design & Technology in a rapidly changing soci-
ety. Design is everywhere in the modern world and this course specifi ca  on calls for you to become an independent and crea-
 ve problem solver. Students develop the knowledge, skills and understanding of Design & Technology within an overall design 

and make approach to everyday products. 

Students design and manufacture products using a combina  on of wood, metal, plas  c, composite and smart materials. Typi-
cal examples of products include: contemporary ligh  ng, house signage, bespoke furniture, etc. 

The course will enable you to understand and appreciate the design and manufacture of products, making you a more dis-
cerning purchaser. It will help you to be crea  ve in your approach and you will use a range of design techniques to design and 
create you products including CAD/CAM.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

There are no previous learning requirements to study this 
course. Successful students will demonstrate problem solving 
skills, being logical and pragma  c, and also confi dent in math-
ema  cal and scien  fi c knowledge and understanding.

Assessment Details:

The course is assessed through: both a wri  en examina  on (50% 
of overall grade) and also through a non-exam assessment (50% 
of overall grade). 
The non-exam assessment (NEA) will last between 30-35 hours 
and will be assessed on students’ performance in the following 
areas:
• Iden  fying and inves  ga  ng design possibili  es
• Producing a design brief and specifi ca  on
• Genera  ng design ideas
• Developing design ideas
• Realising design ideas
• Analysing & evalua  ng

Course Content:

The course is split into the following three sec  ons:
• Core technical principles
• Specialist technical principles
• Designing and making principles

Examina  ons:
• Wri  en exam – 2 hours
• 100 marks
• 50% of GCSE
• The exam is split into three sec  ons:
 Sec  on A – Core technical principles (20 marks)
 Sec  on B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks)
 Sec  on C – Designing and making principles (50 marks)

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Students will have frequent opportuni  es throughout the course to apply their knowledge and understanding through prac  -
cal applica  on.
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GCSE Drama

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    AQA 8261

Contact:             Miss Johnson

Why study GCSE Drama:

The study of drama can have a huge impact on students in more ways that the obvious and expected development of perfor-
mance skills. Students also typically develop skills in empathy, self-management and crea  vity and become much more self 
aware and confi dent during their course of study. These skills are transferable and desirable in the world of work and provide a 
background for further study at A level.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

The subject requires good wri  en skills including textual 
analysis and students must be willing to take part in school 
produc  ons. 

Assessment Details:

The course is 60% externally examined and 40% moderated 
assessment. The wri  en exam makes up 40% of the total 
grade and consists of short and longer ques  on responses.

Course Content:

In year 1 students develop their understanding of a variety of prac   oners followed by a devising unit where students work 
with a variety of s  muli. This work is supported by development log coursework. 

In Year 2 students explore set texts through a series of workshops. This will include developing evalua  on skills as well as a 
second performance unit examined by an external moderator. In both years students will need to visit live theatre.

Examina  ons:
• 40% wri  en exam 
• 40% devising and development log 
• 20% texts in prac  ce 

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Inquiry based and fl ip learning
• Personalised and diff eren  ated instruc  on
• Demonstra  on
• Discussion and evalua  on of performances
• Prac  cal explora  on 
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Level 2 Award in Engineering

Course Details

Course Type:     Level 2 Award

Specifi ca  on:    WJEC 9790A1

Contact:             Mr Parkinson

Why study Level 2 Award in Engineering:
Level 2 Award in Engineering focuses on applied learning. In other words, acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and understanding 
through purposeful tasks set in a context that will have many of the characteris  cs of real work. 

Everything you will learn is centred on three key areas: 
• engineering design
• producing engineering products 
• solving engineering problems
You will learn how to analyse a product so you can see what features make it work and how it meets certain requirements. You will 
learn how to take ideas from diff erent products in order to produce a design specifi ca  on and design ideas for a product. You will 
develop the skills needed to work safely with a range of engineering processes, equipment and tools and will use these skills to 
produce an engineered product. Each unit has an applied purpose which acts as a focus for the authen  c work-related learning. This 
means your learning is made relevant and purposeful. The qualifi ca  on provides you with a broad apprecia  on of work in engineer-
ing related industries and wider opportuni  es for progression into further educa  on, employment or training.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

There are no previous learning requirements to study this 
course.  

The nature of this course is heavily prac  cal-based. As a 
result, it also means you should be enthused, engaged and 
mo  vated to study engineering.

Assessment Details:

Assessment of this course is split as follows:
• 25% external examina  on
• 75% internal assessment

Course Content:
The course is split into three dis  nct units:

• Unit 1: Engineering Design (internally assessed)
• Unit 2: Producing Engineering Products (internally assessed)
• Unit 3: Solving Engineering Problems (externally assessed)

Examina  ons:
Students sit one externally assessed examina  on based on Unit 3: Solving Engineering Problems (externally assessed):
• 90 minute examina  on; Total of 60 marks; Three ques  ons on each paper;
• Short and extended answer ques  ons, based on s  mulus material and applied contexts
Learners are allowed one re-sit opportunity. The highest grade will contribute towards the overall grade for the qualifi ca  on

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Students will have frequent opportuni  es throughout the course to apply their knowledge and understanding through prac  -
cal applica  on.
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    WJEC Eduqas C560

Contact:             Mrs Payne    

 

Why study GCSE Food Prepara  on and Nutri  on:

A qualifi ca  on in Food Prepara  on and Nutri  on will equip learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to 
cook and apply the principles of nutri  on and healthy ea  ng. It encourages learners to cook, as well as make informed deci-
sions about food and nutri  on and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and others aff ord-
ably and nutri  ously. 

Learners will be able to demonstrate eff ec  ve and safe cooking skills using a variety of food commodi  es, as well as under-
stand the characteris  cs and proper  es of a range of foods. They will understand the importance of good nutri  on, diet and 
health and how good food choices contribute towards a healthy lifestyle. Furthermore, learners will demonstrate a good 
understanding of food safety and the role of food science and how it aff ects the proper  es of foods. 

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

There are no previous learning requirements for this specifi ca-
 on. GCSE Food Prepara  on and Nutri  on helps shape stu-

dents into independent and resourceful young adults who are 
able to demonstrate a high calibre of transferable skills in the 
work place, such as crea  vity, being able to make fast-paced 
decisions and the ability to mul  task.

Assessment Details:
Assessment of this course is split as follows:
• 50% external examina  on
• 50% non-examina  on assessment (NEA)
The non-examina  on assessment (NEA) is split into two individual 
assessments: Assessment 1 – The Food Inves  ga  on Assessment 
(15% of total qualifi ca  on); Assessment 2 – The Food Prepara  on 
Assessment (35% of total qualifi ca  on)

Course Content:
The course is split into two dis  nct components:
Component 1 – Principles of Food Prepara  on and Nutri  on (externally assessed) 
This component is split into 6 areas of content; food commodi  es, principles of nutri  on, diet and good health,  the science of 
food, where food comes from, cooking and food prepara  on

Component 2 – Food Prepara  on and Nutri  on in Ac  on (non-examina  on assessment)

Examina  ons:
Students sit one externally assessed examina  on based on Component 1 – Principles of Food Prepara  on and Nutri  on:
• Wri  en examina  on: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 50% of the qualifi ca  on
• 100 marks

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Teaching begins by ensuring that students have a good solid understanding of how to work in a prac  cal environment, result-
ing from a series of prac  cal lessons. Alongside this, the key principles of healthy ea  ng and nutri  on are reinforced. Students 
who opt to study food/catering fi nish with an excellent understanding of food, nutri  on and cooking.



30

GCSE Media Studies

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    AQA 8572

Contact:             Mrs Murdoch

Why study GCSE Media Studies :

Simply put, media is the word we use to collec  vely describe things such as television, fi lm, magazines, newspapers, radio, the 
internet and so forth. It is the means by which we humans communicate, entertain and educate ourselves.

In our society, we cannot escape the power and infl uence the media has on our lives. From the smart phones and wearable 
technology that keep us con  nually connected to each other and the rest of the world, to our choice of evening television, we 
have to be aware of what we are seeing and hearing.

Media studies would be an ideal stepping stone towards a career in the media industry, par  cularly things like journalism and 
adver  sing. There will be plenty of wri  en work, presenta  ons and independent research to be undertaken during the course.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

While there are no entry requirements, the course content is 
designed to appeal to students who choose GCSE Media Stud-
ies for its relevance to their lives and for the opportuni  es it 
provides for exploring contemporary issues through the use of 
diff erent media in crea  ve and prac  cal ways. It helps to have 
a high standard of English. 

Being able to use or at least having a willingness to learn how 
use diff erent forms of technology and so  ware to help create 
your media product is vital.

Assessment Details:

2 wri  en examina  ons:

Paper 1 - 35% of your total grade focusing on media indus-
tries, audiences and representa  on.

Paper 2 - 35% of your total grade focusing on analysing media 
produc  ons and the theore  cal framework using media lan-
guage and contexts of the media.

Non-exam assessment:

Create a media product based on an annually changing theme 
which is assessed by teachers - 30% of your total.

The focus for the non-exam assessment changes each year so 
be prepared to create anything the exam board picks!

You will be asked to produce a statement of intent and create 
a media product for an intended audience.

Course Content:

Case studies issued by the exam board covering a range of diff erent media forms such as: television, online, social and par  ci-
patory media, video games, newspapers, magazines, adver  sing and marke  ng, radio and the fi lm industry. We look at issues, 
developments and examples to learn how media has evolved over  me.

Create our own media products based on the case studies and applying our understanding of how media texts are produced 
and engage the audiences.

Examina  ons:
2 wri  en papers worth 35% of the exam each; NEA worth 30% marked internally

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Independent tasks in class and on computers 
• Group tasks and presenta  ons
• Research tasks looking to support individual 
• Crea  ng your own media product
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GCSE Music

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    OCR J536

Contact:             Mr Jackson/Mr Swannack

 

Why study GCSE Music:

The music course gives students the opportunity to develop their understanding and apprecia  on of a range of diff erent kinds 
of music that refl ect our diverse cultural heritage, to develop their own musical ability and to make judgements about musical 
quality. 

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

Students taking GCSE music must be able to play an instru-
ment or sing.  Students should also be resilient and be able 
to work independently and with others in performance and 
composi  on. It is expected that students be willing to take 
part in school performances.

Assessment Details:

The course is 40% examined listening and appraising examina-
 on and 60% performance and por  olio.

Course Content:
Students will study the following topics;

• My Music (spotlight on my instrument)
• The Concerto through Time
• Rhythms of the world
• Film Music
• Conven  ons of pop

Examina  ons:
• 40% Listening and appraising
• 30% Integrated por  olio
• 30% Prac  cal component

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Inquiry based learning
• Personalised and diff eren  ated instruc  on
• Demonstra  on
• Flip Learning
• Prac  cal explora  on 
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GCSE Photography

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    OCR J173

Contact:             Mr Griffi  ths

 

Why study GCSE Photography:

Photography is an ideal subject for those with a keen interest in the arts and who wish to study art to a higher level. The 
course provides a strong founda  on to those wishing to study or build a career in photography. Students will develop a profes-
sional por  olio ready for use in interviews.

Photography students may con  nue study of the subject in the sixth form.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

Students are required to demonstrate achievement in pho-
tography through responses to four groups of requirements: 
visual recording; understanding contexts in art, cra   and 
design; prac  cal developing; and realising inten  ons.

Assessment Details:

The course is divided into two units of work: a por  olio and 
an examina  on.

Course Content:

Photography is an area of art and design, taught as a specialised subject. Given a broad area, students produce work using 
lens-based media and at least two approaches, such as: printed photography, digital photography, photomontage and photo-
graphic manipula  on.
• taking photographs, exploring imaging techniques such as depth of fi eld, fi lm speed, ligh  ng, exposure and viewpoints
• edi  ng and refi ning digital images using specialist so  ware
• use of camera equipment, format and lenses
• elementary darkroom prac  ce
• ligh  ng and exposure techniques
• alterna  ve print exposure techniques
• digital manipula  on of images (image scanning, use of digital camera), photomontage and story grams.

Examina  ons:
The por  olio consists of class-based projects that contribute 60% of the fi nal mark.
The fi nal unit is the examined unit which is worth 40% of the fi nal mark. The por  olio unit is completed a  er Christmas in Year 
11 and the examina  on unit then begins. Students have up to ten weeks to develop their projects before comple  ng a fi nal 
piece in examina  on condi  ons over a 10 hour period.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
When responding to the  tles given in their chosen ac  vi  es, students learn new skills and a variety of processes and tech-
niques that can be used when making images.
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GCSE  Physical Education

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    AQA 8582

Contact:             Mr Fell 

Why study GCSE Physical Educa  on:

GCSE Physical Educa  on provides students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of a wide 
variety of sport and exercise related topics and issues. It also build on their prac  cal performance from Key Stage 3. This course 
is ideal for students who have an interest in the world of sport, exercise and physical educa  on and who perform at a high 
standard in a range of sports or ac  vity areas.

This course leads to opportuni  es for further study in A-Level Physical Educa  on and CTEC Sport that are currently off ered in 
the sixth form. Poten  al future careers include sports management, coaching, armed forces, emergency services etc.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:
It is strongly recommended that all GCSE Physical Educa  on 
students par  cipate in sport or physical ac  vity on a regular 
basis, both in and outside of school. Regular par  cipa  on in 
physical educa  on lessons is essen  al. Students need to be 
able to link theories and topics to spor  ng scenarios, there-
fore a keen interest in sport and physical ac  vity is essen  al.

Assessment Details:
• 60% Examina  on (2 exams, 30% each)
• 40% Non-Examina  on Assessment. This includes prac  -
cal assessment in three ac  vity areas based on skill performance 
and compe   ve performance in the full context of the ac  vity. 
This also includes a controlled assessment piece of work analys-
ing and evalua  ng performance in one ac  vity area applying 
theore  cal theories from the course. Prac  cal performance 
outside of the academy can be assessed in a range of ac  vi  es, 
criteria set out by the exam board would need to be met and 
recorded evidence provided.

Course Content:
Topics covered in the theore  cal aspect of the course include:
• anatomy and physiology;
• sport psychology;
• movement analysis;
• health, fi tness and well-being;
• sociocultural infl uences;
• physical training; and,
• movement analysis.

Examina  ons:
2 x 1hr 15minute examina  ons:
• Paper 1 – The human body and movement in physical ac  vity and sport
• Paper 2 – Socio-cultural infl uences and well-being in physical ac  vity and sport

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Teaching will take the form of both theore  cal classroom based lessons and prac  cal PE lessons. Prac  cal teaching is likely to 
cover badminton, handball, netball, athle  cs and table tennis. Within theore  cal lessons, students will be required to apply 
theories and topics to physical ac  vity and spor  ng scenarios.
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Subject Title Here

Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Science

Course Details

Course Type:     Level 2 Cambridge Na  onal Cer  fi cate 

Specifi ca  on:    OCR J812 

Contact:             Mr Fell

Why study Cambridge Na  onal Cer  fi cate in Sport Science:

The Cambridge Na  onal in Sport Science helps students appreciate how sport science underpins sport at all levels. They learn 
about anatomy, physiology, injury preven  on, improving personal fi tness through appropriate training and diet, and the role of 
psychology in improving performance.

This course is ideal for students who have a keen interest in the world of sport and exercise and leads to opportuni  es for 
further study in A-Level Physical Educa  on and CTEC Sport. Both are currently off ered in the sixth form.

It is also relevant to those wishing to pursue a career in the health and fi tness industry, or who wish to apply the principles to 
their own training.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

A keen interest in sport and physical exercise is required. 
Students will need to apply topics and theories to spor  ng 
scenarios. It is essen  al that students have the ability to meet 
regular deadlines.

Assessment Details:

• 1 x 1hr examina  on (60 marks) – externally assessed.

• 3 units of work (60 marks each) assignment based pro-
jects – internally assessed.

Course Content:
Mandatory units:
• Reducing the risk of sports injuries  - 1 hour Wri  en paper, OCR-set and marked 
• Applying principles of training  - Centre-assessed task, OCR moderated

Op  onal units (2 to be selected from):
• Sport psychology  - Centre-assessed tasks, OCR moderated 
• Sports nutri  on - Centre-assessed tasks, OCR moderated 
• Technology in sport - Centre-assessed tasks, OCR moderated

Examina  ons:

1 x 1 hour wri  en exam on Reducing the risk of sports injuries.

Methods of Teaching & Learning:

Teaching will predominantly be classroom based, although some aspects will be delivered within a prac  cal se   ng. The major-
ity of tasks will be ICT based allowing students to research and complete their assignments.
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GCSE Religious Studies

Course Details

Course Type:     GCSE 

Specifi ca  on:    WJEC Eduqas C120P3

Contact:             Ms Papaioannou     

Why study GCSE Religious Studies:

GCSE Religious Studies challenges students with ques  ons about belief, value and meaning enabling them to develop their 
own a   tudes towards religious issues in society. Students will also gain an apprecia  on for how religion, philosophy and ethics 
form the basis of our culture and Bri  sh Values. 

Religious Studies students develop cri  cal thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas and research and leadership 
skills that are sought a  er quali  es for poten  al employers and in higher educa  on. In addi  on, health professionals, the 
police force, social workers, teachers and many more professional bodies note Religious Studies as a valuable course because 
of the insights it provides in working with diverse groups of people. 

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:

A mature a   tude is required due to the sensi  ve nature of 
some of the topics discussed. Students must enjoy wri  ng as 
the exam is essay based and fi nally, students must be excel-
lent independent learners and like to keep up with current 
aff airs. 

Assessment Details:

Each exam consists of a range of ques  on styles that will 
assess the students’ ability to show their knowledge and to 
analyse and evaluate using a range of sources.

Course Content:

• Theme 1: Rela  onships  

• Theme 2: Life and Death 

• Theme 3: Good and Evil 

• Theme 4: Human Rights 

• Beliefs, teachings and prac  ces of Chris  anity and Islam 

Examina  ons:

• Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World - 50% 2 hour wri  en exam

• Study of Chris  anity - 25% 1 hour wri  en exam

• Study of Islam - 25% 1 hour wri  en exam

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Guided research
• Personalised and diff eren  ated instruc  on
• Demonstra  on
• Flip Learning
• Discussion and evalua  on of sources
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Subject Title Here

Level 2 BTEC Technical Award in Travel & Tourism

Course Details

Course Type:     BTEC Technical Award

Specifi ca  on:    Edexcel

Contact:            Mrs Mather 

Why study BTEC Technical Award in Travel & Toursim:

The travel and tourism sector is the UK’s third-largest employer, accoun  ng for 9.5 per cent of total employment. Tourism is 
one of the fastest-growing sectors in the UK in employment terms, employing nearly 3 million people.

Travel and tourism looks set to con  nue to grow as an industry as people want to travel further and see new places. 

If you are interested in travel and learning about the various factors, which infl uence where we like to go on holiday then this is 
the course for you.  With a mix of por  olio construc  on and an external examina  on you will develop a range of skills valuable 
to a future employer.

Quali  es & Qualifi ca  ons Needed:
• Hardworking
• Organised
• Ability to meet deadlines and to work independently
• Commitment to learn
• ICT literate (research/wordprocessing/powerpoint)
• Enthusias  c

Assessment Details:

The course is assessed by internally set research assignments 
and an externally set examina  on.

Course Content:
Component 1: (Internally Assessed)
• Travel and Tourism Organisa  ons and Des  na  ons - Inves  gate the aims of UK travel and tourism organisa  ons and explore 

travel and tourism and tourist des  na  ons.
Component 2: (External)
• Infl uences on Global Travel and Tourism - Learners will explore the diff erent factors that may infl uence global travel and tourism, 

and how travel and tourism organisa  ons and des  na  ons respond to these factors. Learners will examine the poten  al impacts 
of tourism at global des  na  ons and how des  na  ons can manage the impacts of tourism and control tourism development to 
achieve sustainable tourism.

Component 3: (Internal Synop  c Assessment)
• Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism - Inves  gate how organisa  ons iden  fy travel and tourism trends and explore how to 

meet the needs and preferences of travel and tourism customers.

Examina  ons:
• Travel and Tourism Organisa  ons and Des  na  ons:  Internal research assessment
• Infl uences on Global Travel and Tourism: External 2 hour examina  on (60 marks)
• Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism: Internal synop  c research assessment

Methods of Teaching & Learning:
• Classroom based learning
• Visits to local Travel & Tourism providers
• Video/ fi lm based case studies
• Independent ICT based research
• Independent por  olio construc  on (word/ power point documents)
• Revision and recall skills for longer answers on the examina  on
• Group work
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What else could you do and where will you be?

In 2018 these students and 
staff  travelled to Nepal as 
part of the World Challenge 
programme. This year stu-
dents will travel to Sri Lanka.  
Before that, students have 
visited Croa  a & Montene-
gro, Norway, India, Morocco, 
Kenya and Nicaragua. Where 
will you go over the next four 
years?

Closer to home, the most 
amazing skills and talents 
emerge as students embark on 
the Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

It’s not just about courses: it’s 
about developing skills and 
memories.
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NotesNotes
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Notes
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